
 

 

  

  

  

COVID-19 & SUPPLY CHAIN 

IMPACTS  MARCH 5 
 

FMA participated in a meeting on March 4, hosted by the Canadian Chamber of 

Commerce, to discuss planning for COVID-19 disruptions to the Canadian 

economy.  FMA has also been researching impacts more specifically on supply 

chains and logistics. There are reports of container sailings being blanked, airline 

routes being suspended, and recent declines in air cargo volumes. There are also 

reports of container shortages beginning to occur in Europe and North America.   

 

FMA will monitor the situation on a continuing basis and will keep the membership 

informed of developments.  In this first COVID-19 bulletin, we will provide links to 

sources of basic information from both the Canadian government and from the 

Canadian Chamber of Commerce.  FMA maintains a membership in the Chamber 

of Commerce and will be collaborating with them in exchanging information.  The 

Chamber will be issuing information recommending company actions should there 

be a significant spread of the virus in Canada, which we will forward to FMA 

members.   

 

In addition, as the Canadian member of the Global Shippers' Forum (GSF), FMA 

will be in regular communication with the GSF secretariat on this issue.    

 

In today's news, the CN President is commenting on import shortages that retailers 



 

are beginning to see and there is also a report on the emerging shortage of 

containers in Europe and North America.  The links below will take you to these 

various items. 

    

It would be appreciated if FMA members could keep us informed of impacts on 

your respective operations, particularly any supply chain disruptions. This will be 

helpful in our continuing communications with the government and with the 

Chamber of Commerce.   As always, all individual company information will be 

kept confidential.   

   

 Regards,  

 

R. H. Ballantyne, P. Eng.  

President 

Freight Management Association of Canada 

(613) 599-8993 ext. 3 

ballantyne@fma-agf.ca  

Canadian Government COVID-19 Link  

 

Canadian Chamber of Commerce COVID-19 link  

 

Media Report - Container Shortages  

 

Media Report CN CEO Comments on Shortages  

 

  

 

mailto:ballantyne@fma-agf.ca
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html
http://www.chamber.ca/resources/pandemic-preparedness/
https://splash247.com/record-numbers-of-blanked-sailings-lead-to-severe-container-equipment-imbalance/
https://www.canadianshipper.com/transportation-and-logistics/coronavirus-restricting-flow-of-consumer-goods-into-canada-says-cn-ceo/1003382904/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newcom&utm_campaign=CanadianShipper&utm_content=20200304173622

