
 
Photo courtesy of Kate Kienapple of Aerobotika, photo by Spencer Korvats 

 

Common Drone Misconceptions 
By Kate Kienapple 

When it comes to drones, there has been no shortage of media attention.  Unfortunately, a lot of 

misinformation has been disseminated, even by so-called industry experts.  In my role as training lead at 

Aerobotika Aerial Intelligence, I train people to be safe, compliant operators of Remotely Piloted 

Aircraft.  I’m not claiming to be an expert, but I hope to clear up a few misconceptions. 

They’re called drones 
Sure, but they have more appropriate names as well.   

The name drone originates from the drone bee. Before their behaviour was better understood, drone 

bees appeared to simply fly out and back from the hive, much like unmanned military aircraft in a 

surveillance or reconnaissance role. Modern aircraft have come a long way since that time and now 

preferred industry terms are: 

RPA- Remotely Piloted Aircraft 

RPAS- Remotely Piloted Aerial System 

UAV- Unmanned Aerial Vehicle 

UAS- Unmanned Aerial System 

UA- Unmanned Aircraft 

Anytime the term “system” is used, it refers to all components required for flight.  This includes the 

aircraft, ground control station, payload and radio link that connects the pilot to their aircraft.   



There are no regulations for RPA 
There are.  If you fly recreationally, you have to abide by the do’s and don’ts on Transport Canada’s 

website.   

Anytime you receive benefit from the flight, including money, promotional images, or portfolio 

development, it’s now a commercial operation.  If that operation takes place closer than 9km to a built 

up area, among other requirements, you need a certificate from Transport Canada before you’re 

allowed to operate.  Check out Transport Canada’s website for the full list of exemption requirements.  

Transport Canada is currently developing new regulations that will come into force in 2016. 

They can fly everywhere 
Nope.  Regardless of commercial or recreational application, you cannot fly in anything but class G 

airspace without permission from Nav Canada and certification from Transport Canada.  There is a lot of 

other airspace in the vicinity of cities and towns and it’s the responsibility of the user to know where it 

exists.   

They’re a menace 
There will always be people who use technology with bad intentions.  However, there are also tons of 

truly amazing applications for RPA technology.  Some of our alumni have suggested search and rescue 

applications, many agricultural uses, pop up cell towers, stockpile monitoring and aerial mapping in 

addition to the aerial photo and video applications most people associate with UAV.   These RPA jobs 

can make current occupations easier, more efficient and most importantly, safer.   

No one enforces regulations 
Transport Canada has handed out almost 400 fines so far in 2015 and have the ability to fine up to 

$5,000.  As the word spreads, smart clients are asking for proof of insurance and certification before 

hiring pilots.  Legal operators are also alerting Transport Canada of unsafe and uncertified operations 

seen online.   

No experience is required to be a professional 
I hesitated to include this myth.  Being a UAV pilot isn’t a make-money-quick scheme, especially if you 

don’t have a niche market or application in mind before getting started.  This isn’t meant to discourage, 

but rather ensure prospective operators take training costs into consideration when calculating their 

required investment dollars.  Seek flight training and ground school opportunities, even if you hold a 

pilot licence or permit for manned aircraft.   

Kate Kienapple is a commercial pilot, flight instructor and the training lead at Aerobotika Aerial 

Intelligence.  www.aerobotika.com 

 


