
ELT 406 Verifier Email Tool  
 

By Patrick Gilligan, COPA v-p of operations 

The title of my article is not appropriate but I wanted to grab your attention. The title should read 

Canadian Beacon Registry Verifier or CBRV - the purpose of this tool is to verify the accuracy 

and validity of the beacon you registered: owner, beacon type, contacts information and aircraft 

details. 

The Canadian Beacon Registry created this tool to ensure ELT 406 owners have registered their 

ELT and the information provided is up-to-date. Best practises for all 406 owners, is to verify 

and update your information annually and use the CBRV to validate. Registering an ELT with 

the CBR is required by the Canadian Aviation Regulations part 605.38(4). 

I did a test of this new CBRV tool and here are the steps I followed: 

- Downloaded the current manual for my AK-451 406 ELT 

- Looked up and read the “Self-Test” procedures, unfortunately I read instead the “Functional 

Test” 

- Went online to verify the currency of my CBR information on https://www.cbr-rcb.ca/ 

- Positioned the aircraft outside of my metal hangar 

- Turned ON my portable VHF radio and tuned in 121.5 to listen for the high pitch warbling 

sound 

- Waited for the top of the hour to proceed with this test 

- I turned ON my ELT and listen for three warbling cycles (not to exceed 5 seconds), then shut 

off, unfortunately this was the wrong procedure 

My first test was unsuccessful, obviously no email. I went back to the ELT Owner’s manual and 

discovered I misunderstood the self-test procedures. My mistake, I used the periodic “Functional 

Test” instead of the “Self-Test”. 

Note this part only applies to the AK-451 ELT. The self-test cannot be triggered using the ELT 

Panel Remote, you must access the ELT Front Panel and the test is done by positioning the ELT 

switch to OFF then repositioning to ARM while observing carefully the ELT green light. If it 

flashes from 1 to 9 times or flashes continuously this indicates one of 10 faults and that this ELT 

failed.  

If the green light remains steadily on for 25 seconds then goes off this indicates self-test passed. 

This is part of my annual aircraft maintenance checks but the ELT does not produce a high pitch 

warble sound, it remains silent.  

Although silent during these 25 seconds, my 406 ELT is communicating and sending a Test 

Burst to COPAS-SARSAT satellites. Test Bursts are ignored by COPAS-SARSAT, no rescue 

will be triggered, but they are reported, captured by the CBRV and an email is sent to the 

registered owner confirming reception. 

My second test worked like a charm, within 20-30 seconds after the self-test went through its 

cycle I received a confirmation email from the CBRV. I did a third self-test and once again 

received a confirmation email within the same time period, however, this short period is because 

my email is set up to push emails immediately to me, this may not be the case for everybody’s 

email set up or email service provider.  

https://www.cbr-rcb.ca/


Obviously it is good to be informed that my 406 functions very well. Obviously in a crash there 

is a possibility of ELT failure but for the type of flying and area I fly through, I voluntarily opted 

to purchase this extra rescue insurance. 

The CBRV is a good tool, not a toy, it does not recertify your ELT but really reassures both, our 

SAR professionals that often brave bad weather conditions to save lives and the ELT owners that 

this technology does work - at what percentage is irrelevant, every little bit of insurance counts 

in my perspective. 

Final note: The email I received from CBR had a mention that my registry information was not 

up to date, although I updated 3 days prior. I was surprised and rechecked my online registration 

- I had updated only one of the four pages. When updating you must open, edit then “Save” each 

and every page/tabs individually. 

 

 

 

 

Check List (This should be added to your aircraft annual maintenance check list) 

Self-Test and CBRV confirmation 

-Update your ELT registration at www.cbr-rcb.ca  

 (Ensure you click “SAVE” at the bottom of each page/tab) 

 

-Find the owner’s manual that came with your ELT 

-Position your aircraft outside (metal hangars may prevent signal transmission) 

http://www.cbr-rcb.ca/


-Follow the Self-Test or User-Test according to the manufacturers’ instructions   

-Assuming you provided a current email address. Check your emails (also your spam or junk 

folders) for a reply from CBR 

 

 

 


