
Good morning honorable members of executive council 
 

I am speaking on behalf of the Toronto Island Pilots Association. We consist of over 70 

general aviation related businesses and aircraft owner / operators at the island airport. We 

are the largest group and the voice of General Aviation stakeholders at the Island Airport. 

 

May I first point out that we support Porter Airlines and the Port Authority in their 

continued profitable operations at their current size - but not at the expense of General 

Aviation. 

 

I run a medium sized business based in downtown west Toronto. My company, the 

Ontario mining, resource, investment industries and many more rely on GA aircraft based 

at the Island Airport. Unfortunately GA is the only thing standing between 202 

Commercial Airline slots and 440 for the TPA because of our sonic footprint within the 

NEF 25 contour. Those of you who’ve read the TPA master plan can attest it calls for the 

elimination of flight training and a cap on based GA aircraft so that airline slots can 

increase. This is something that must change in the next revision. It’s simple: Preserve 

General Aviation or allow 440 airline slots. 

 

I earned my pilots license at the island airport; so did Bob Deluce and thousands of others 

since 1939 - but future generations of Torontonians will not have that opportunity unless 

airline expansion is stopped. 

 

Our many requests for the TPA to seriously consider general aviation have been ignored. 

John Livey –the TPA has misled you when they wrote that ‘they’re working with a group 

of hobbyist flyers’ to enhance GA needs at the airport. In fact the TPA has corresponded 

with one single pilot regarding inadequate aircraft tie down space on the south side of the 

airfield and have continued to ignore the TIPA, COPA and the real needs of GA. 

 

The current Tripartite Agreement was not designed to allow the creation of a massive 

commercial carrier monopoly on the island. It’s meant to create a balance at the airport - 

between General Aviation and the airlines. That balance is what makes the Toronto 

waterfront great. That balance should be reconfirmed and respected as it is the only thing 

preventing the TPA from unilaterally increasing the airline slot count to 440 by shutting 

down GA as they are surely and steadily doing. 

 

Thank you and does anyone have any questions about General Aviation? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


