
NJIT Convenes Strategy Session on Enrollment 
 
Members of NJSPLS, Surveying educators from NJIT and County Colleges (CC) in 
the State convened a meeting on the NJIT campus on Friday June 23 to discuss 
and understand issues of low enrollment and find strategies to reverse the 
downward trend.  Highlights were as follows: 
 

o Peter Borbas, PLS made the Business Case for Education and 
highlighted that various levels of technical skills for resource 
mapping are needed to advance the economy (i.e., 
transportation, infrastructure, taxation, environment, parcel 
information etc.,) and peaceful society in the state. 

o Lewis Conley, PLS discussed how the NJ NCEES Model law 
educational requirement for licensure provides an effective 
measure of accountability of high quality geospatial data. The 
Body of Knowledge to pass the PLS exam has strong foundation in 
private practice. 

o Dr. Laramie Potts showed the downward trends in Student 
Enrollment at NJIT over the past five years include a very leaky 
STEM pipeline. There should be a focused effort to recruit high 
school students and define career paths as technician, 
professional, or analyst.   

o Open discussion on Student Attrition, moderated by James Sens, 
PLS heard comments for improved marketing by the profession of 
the various career opportunities in geospatial mapping, restore 
the “lost” Joint Admissions program at CC to incentivize students 
to stay in the pipeline, in-state tuition incentives, and 
accessibility of SET-type programs in the state. 

o Mark Husik moderated the Strategies and Action Plan discussion 
to elicit suggestion on how to reverse the low student enrollment 
trends at NJIT and at 2-yr colleges. Each of the NJSPLS chapters 
will make an effort to visit schools in their area on Parent Teacher 
Day.  NJSPLS also plans to seek partnering opportunity with the 
Department of Labor on career and workforce development in 
Surveying. Faculty (NJIT and CC) will look into Perkins funding 
opportunity to make surveying program more accessible to 
students in the state. 

 


