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Family Physicians Applaud Governor Cuomo’s 2019-20 Executive Budget 

January 16, 2019 Albany, N.Y.  - The New York State Academy of Family Physicians (NYSAFP), which represents 

over 6,000 board-certified physicians, residents and students in family medicine, applauds Governor Cuomo for including 

a number of initiatives to improve public health and expand access to high quality healthcare in New York.  

 

“We thank Governor Cuomo for including bold and forward thinking proposals in his Executive Budget to both preserve 

and improve the health and wellness of all New Yorkers,” said NYSAFP President Dr. Marc Price, DO.  Priority 

initiatives in the Executive Budget Proposal include among others: 

 

Access to Care 

 Establishment of the Universal Health Care Commission comprised of health policy and insurance experts to 

develop options for achieving universal access to high-quality, affordable health care in New York. NYSAFP has 

long advocated achieving this goal through the establishment of a Single-Payer system.  

 Codification of the Affordable Care Act and NY Health Exchange into law 

 Enacting behavioral health insurance parity reforms to increase access to services 

The Women’s Health Agenda 

 Protecting women’s health through the enactment of the Reproductive Health Act, the Comprehensive 

Contraceptive Coverage Act and enshrining Roe v. Wade into the New York State Constitution 

 The reduction of Maternal Mortality and Morbidity and racial disparities in care through a series of initiatives 

including the creation of a Maternal Mortality Review Board and an Advisory Council for confidential review to 

develop recommendations to reduce risk 

Public Health 

 Raising the age for tobacco products from 18 to 21 across the state and other tobacco control measures such as 

prohibiting or restricting the sale of flavored e-cigarettes to curb the harmful effects of smoking and nicotine 

addiction 

 Putting in place standard pain management protocols to combat the opioid epidemic as well as the establishment 

of opioid epidemic pilot grants 

 The implementation of the National Diabetes Prevention Program to reduce the impact of the diabetes epidemic 

within the state 

 Addressing asthma through comprehensive health homes 

 

“The Academy is encouraged by these proposals and we will work with the Governor’s office and the Legislature to 

ensure their inclusion as part of a final negotiated budget,” said Dr. Price.  
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