
You Can Keep  
Your Insurance for  

Two More Years !
Republicans are steaming. Shouts of mid-
term election strategy and helping 
Democrats survive the unpopular rollout of 
the Affordable Care Act came instantly 
when the Obama administration 
announced that those who like their health 
insurance can keep them for two more 
years. !
Of course, keeping that insurance depends 
on the insurance company and upon how 
state regulators are viewing the new 
announcement by the U.S. Health and Human Services Department. !
The announcement goes like this: !

• Those with plans they like can keep them two more years. 
• Insurers get an extra month to enroll people next winter. 
• States get more time to decide whether they want to run the law themselves.  !

Kathleen Sebelius who heads up Health and Human Services set up a program to help 
insurers recover financial losses but it has been adjusted so taxpayers aren’t on the 
hook.  “These policies implement the health care law in a common-sense way by 
continuing to smooth the transition for consumers and stakeholders and fixing problems 
wherever the law provides flexibility.” !
The administration contends it consulted with members of Congress before acting and 
has the support of Congress. Republicans say not so. Sen. John Thune of South 
Dakota said, “Each and every delay of Obamacare is an admission that the Democrats’ 
signature law is hurting Americans and an obvious attempt to try to save the jobs of 
vulnerable congressional Democrats come November. If the president were half as 
concerned about the American people as he is about helping his Democrat colleagues 
up for re-election, he would scrap this entire law and start over with bipartisan reforms 
that will actually help decrease health-care costs and expand care,” Thune said. !
The extension has also not rung well with the National Association of Insurance 
Commissioners (NAIC). Adam Hamm is the association president and he said the policy 
“has the potential to create confusion surrounding available options for health insurance 
and uncertainty in the restructure marketplace. Creating two tiers of plans — the 



compliant and noncompliant — could result in higher premiums overall and market 
disruptions in 2015 and beyond,” Hamm said. !
Higher premiums are becoming more of a reality every day. Insurers say they’ll lose 
$5.5 billion in 2015. That could lead to increased health insurance rates for consumers. !
Karen Ignagni of America’s Health Insurance Plans (AHIP) explained, “There is broad 
agreement that if more young and healthy individuals choose not to participate in the 
new marketplaces, it could lead to higher premiums for those consumers that remain in 
the exchanges.”  


