
Cover Oregon Update —  
FBI Issues Subpoenas !

The FBI is investigating the failure of Cover Oregon. 
It’s not a surprise. Everyone knew the FBI was 
knocking on doors. That knocking just got louder and 
the investigation has ratcheted up a notch.  !
Broad subpoenas have been issued by the bureau via 
the U.S. Attorney’s office and a grand jury request. It 
wants Cover Oregon and the Oregon Health Authority 
to send emails, memos, documents, attachments, etc. 
that were sent between the two bodies.  !
The state spend over $250 million federal dollars to produce a website that never 
worked and that didn’t sign one person up for the Affordable Care Act. It has a lot of 
people concerned.  !
Both Cover Oregon and the Oregon Health Authority say they will cooperate fully and a 
joint statement has been issued:  !
“The agencies take this request seriously and will cooperate fully with federal officials. 
We will work collaboratively with the US Attorney's Office to provide any and all 
information we have and make any and all staff available to assist.” !
Top most on the mind of the FBI is the possibility that — during what are called “gate 
reviews,” or those places where progress is reported — state officials deliberately 
misled federal government officials on the state of Cover Oregon’s website and its 
progress in order to keep cash flowing into the project.  !
Also in the FBI’s sites is Exeter Systems. It’s the technology firm that sold what it told 
the state was cheap, ready to go software that would meet Cover Oregon’s needs. 
During the website construction, Exeter executives and Bob Cummings — who is the 
Oregon Legislature’s IT oversight analyst — felt Cover Oregon and the Oregon Health 
Authority were lying to the federal government about progress.  !
The FBI wants to know what they think. And it wants emails and memos from a slew of 
Oregon officials and ex-officials. They are: !

• Carolyn Lawson — the former OHA chief information officer 
• Dr. Bruce Goldberg — the former director of OHA 
• Aaron Karjala — the former Cover Oregon chief information officer  
• Rocky King — the ormer Cover Oregon director 
• Mike Bonetto who is Governor John Kitzhaber's chief of staff and formerly one of 

the governor's lead health care advisors 



!
Kitzhaber’s general counsel Liani Reeves has sent the U.S. Attorney’s office a letter 
saying the state will cooperate and said the state is already working with Congress and 
committees there that are looking into the debacle.  !
Source: OregonLive.com — http://www.oregonlive.com/health/index.ssf/2014/05/
fbi_issues_subpoena_to_cover_o.html.  !
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