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First Green Building Summit Scheduled in Dallas

(PLANO, TX – January 14, 2008)  - Green Built North Texas (GBNT) is holding its First Annual Texas Green Home Summit on Thursday, Jan. 29th at the Dallas Convention Center. 

The summit is designed for the building industry, including builders of single family and multifamily homes, remodelers, developers, sales staff and Realtors, according to Phil Crone with the GBNT program.

Presented in cooperation with the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC), the Texas Green Home Summit will focus on the latest developments in the green home-building industry in Texas and bring together the many sectors of the green home-building industry to promote a greater level of green building. 

Featured speakers include Dallas Mayor Tom Leppert and Michelle Russo from McGraw- Hill Construction. The mayor will discuss how building green is not only good for Dallas, but for individual businesses as well. He will draw from his past green-building experience with Turner Construction and his current challenges addressing Dallas’s air quality.

Attendees will receive the latest research on consumer interest in green homes and apartments from McGraw-Hill and discover how GBNT, LEED and NAHB’s National Green Building Standard can help them advance their business plan in a challenging year. Their presentations will be followed by a panel discussion with GBNT, NAHB and USGBC experts on green-building strategies, the similarities and differences between the two programs and what each initiative has planned for the future.  

Breakfast will be served at 7:30 a.m. with the program to follow from 8:30 until 11:00 a.m. Advanced registration is only $15 (includes breakfast). For more information, visit www.texasgreenhomesummit.com.
 LEED and Green Built North Texas are both programs that certify that a home is green. Green Built North Texas, a program from the HBA of Greater Dallas, is a voluntary partnership of local home builders, industry supporters and sponsors committed to green homes in North Central Texas. Green Built North Texas has a regionally specific green-building construction protocol. 

The LEED program is administered by the USGBC. It is the national benchmark for green building, and LEED for Homes focuses on the specific challenges and opportunities presented by home building. It scores a home's performance in eight key environmental and human health categories.

USGBC and the Home Builders Association of Greater Dallas have signed an agreement that allows LEED and GBNT to complement each other in furthering green home awareness and education in the Dallas-Fort Worth area. The agreement established LEED for Homes as a path toward participation in the GBNT program, and it enables GBNT to serve as a conduit toward LEED certification. Homebuilders may choose to participate in just one of the programs, both of the programs, or neither program.
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