
 
 
Title: The PTIN Renewal Train is Leaving the Station – Don’t Miss It! 
By Alan E. Weiner 
 
“How to” articles previously written by me1 on this subject have appeared in The Suffolk 
Lawyer. This update is much shorter and much simpler. It’s only about PTIN (Preparer Tax 
Identification Number) renewal, which is easy. Your current PTIN expires December 31, 2012 
and you only have until that date to renew for 2013. Providing that you have a credit line of 
larger than $63 (the renewal fee), do it now. 
 
The Internal Revenue Service (“IRS”) has been promoting PTIN renewal since late (pre-
storm) October. 
 
For renewals: 
1. Go to http://www.irs.gov/Tax-Professionals/PTIN - Requirements-for-Tax-Return-Preparers 
2, Click on “Renew or Sign Up Now” 
3. Enter your User ID and Password to log in. 
4. “Select” “PTIN Renewal” 
5. All of your information is pre-populated. You will not need your 2011 tax information. 
6. You will have a few questions to answer such as whether you were convicted of a felony. 
7. You will need your supervisor’s PTIN if you are not qualified in your own right such as 
being an attorney, CPA, EA, or one of the other specified categories.  
8. Enter your professional designation information (such as attorney and/or CPA and/or EA, if 
you are one) 
9. Payment with your credit card should be easy; however, if you had the system ‘Save’ your 
information last year, in very rare instances (e.g., you may have a new expiration date since 
last year) you may find that you get a message that “Your card could not be authorized.” If so, 
you may need to “Make Changes” and enter information for a different credit card. 
10. You’ll have the opportunity to print whichever screens you want. 
11. Later the same evening, you will receive a “PTIN Renewal Welcome Letter” email. It tells 
you to log back into the system to retrieve a message. The message is a letter starting with 
“We’ve accepted your 2013 renewal for your Preparer Tax Identification Number (PTIN).” 
You’re good to go! 
 
Miscellany: 
 
The IRS maintains a database of the information that you submit with your PTIN application 
and renewal. Much of this information is easily obtainable on a CD for $35 by private 
entrepreneurs under the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”). The released information does 
not include your PTIN. 
 
You may have received communications, via email or hard copy, asking you to verify your 
PTIN information. It may look official but it’s not. If you respond with your PTIN, and possibly 
other nonavailable information, you can expect more emails and correspondence from the 
private entrepreneur and from whomever he/she sells it to. 
 
Some allowable thoughts to reduce PTIN clutter: 

http://www.irs.gov/Tax-Professionals/PTIN
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a. Create a separate (but valid) email address for your PTIN application or renewal. 
b. Use a P.O. Box as the business address. Note that your personal mailing address is 

not released under a FOIA request. 
c. Obtain a separate business telephone number for use on the PTIN renewal. 

 
If you still are skittish about disclosing an email address or business telephone number which 
can be accessed via a FOIA request, paper-file the renewal application on IRS Form W-122. 
Neither of the aforementioned items is required on Form W-12. (In case you’re wondering, I 
renewed online.) 
 
The IRS has been sending PTIN reminders from irs@service.govdelivery.com . Although IRS 
communications normally come from a .gov address, this is a valid IRS communication. 
 
In approximately May 20133, the IRS expects to publish its searchable database so that 
taxpayers can verify the authenticity of the credentialed preparer. The disclosed information 
will be the preparer’s name, credentials, zip code, and email address. It will not include the 
preparer’s PTIN4. 
 
To date, there is no Sandy extension for obtaining your PTIN renewal by December 31st. 
                                         
1
 See The Suffolk Lawyer November/December 2010, page 4, http://www.scba.org/eva/displayFile.php?id=47 

and December 2011, page 10, http://www.scba.org/eva/displayFile.php?id=1753 . 
 
2
 http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw12.pdf 

 
3
 IMRS Hot Issue 09-0001149. 

 
4
 Carol A. Campbell, Director, IRS Return Preparer Office, in a speech at the American Institute of Certified Public 

Accountants Tax Division Meeting, November 7, 2012. 
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Division Executive Committee. Alan served on the Executive Committee of DFK International, a worldwide association of 
independent accounting firms and formerly was the chairman of its international tax committee. He is a past chairman of 
the Partnership/LLC Tax Committee of the NYSSCPA and he was a member of the 1992 NYSSCPA Limited Liability 
Company Task Force that worked with government officials towards enacting the New York State LLC law (which was 
accomplished in 1994). He is the author of “All About Limited Liability Companies and Partnerships” and DFK 
International’s “Worldwide Tax Overview.” Currently he serves as the AAA/CPA representative to and Chairman of the 
IRS Long Island Tax Practitioner Liaison Committee. 
 

mailto:irs@service.govdelivery.com
http://www.scba.org/eva/displayFile.php?id=47
http://www.scba.org/eva/displayFile.php?id=1753
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw12.pdf

