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 The Alamo Battle 

 
At first Santa Anna decided to simply wait out the Texans in the Alamo. What followed was a 13-day siege of the 
Alamo. Mexican troops surrounded the Alamo and tried not to let anyone in or out, though many came and went 
through the porous Mexican army lines at night. 
 
Santa Anna willingly allowed anyone to leave the Alamo and especially made for free passage for women, 
children, and slaves. None of the men inside took Santa Anna up on his generous offer, however. Somewhere 
between 30 and 50 men actually came into the Alamo after the siege started by sneaking through the Mexican 
lines.  
 
As the siege went on, it became clear to Santa Anna that the defiant Texans had no intention of coming out. The 
angered general raised a red flag and ordered his trumpeters to play the haunting melody DeGuello. The Texans 
clearly understood the meaning.  
 
DeGuello, literally translated as “cut throat,” meant “No quarter asked, no quarter given.” If they did not surrender, 
the Mexican army would either kill them all, or they would all die trying. There would be no mercy extended. 
Thus, the stage was set for a fight to the finish.  
 
To the east of San Antonio, the siege turned out to be a good thing for Texas independence. Sam Houston was still 
trying to ready his troops for battle with the much larger Mexican army. Having Santa Anna pinned down for two 
weeks contributed greatly to the cause. On March 2, 1836, a small Texas congress met at Washington-on-the-
Brazos and declared independence from Mexico.  
 
News traveled slowly in those days. Word of the Texas Declaration of Independence did not reach Santa Anna 
until after he had left the Alamo. The men at the Alamo never heard officially of Texas independence. The siege 
continued with shots being fired every now and then from both camps.  
 
Davy Crockett, a former U.S. Congressman from Tennessee, led the group of Tennessee volunteers in the cause 
for Texas independence. That group made Tennessee the most widely represented group of American citizens at 
the Alamo. About half of the men at the Alamo were of Mexican descent, and the other half were mostly 
Americans who were taking up the cause of Texas independence. 
 
One thing happened at the Alamo that would revolutionize warfare, but it took decades for the battlefield tactics to 
catch up to the technology. At the time, the musket was the primary individual infantry weapon. With what was 
considered a maximum effective range of 100 yards, war in those days was, for the most part, up close and 
personal.  
 
Davy Crockett had a muzzle-loading rifle he called “Old Betsy.” Without a doubt Crockett was an excellent shot, 
but his musket deserved some credit, too. Crocket led a group of men who would pick off Mexican soldiers when 
they had the chance. One Mexican soldier was shot from the astounding range of 600 yards. Santa Anna was 
forced to move his men back further away.  
 
Finally, Santa Anna became impatient with the Texans. He ordered his men to attack the Alamo at about 5:00 a.m. 
on March 6. Santa Anna believed that the pre-dawn attack would catch the Texans by surprise. Instead, his army 
was thrown back. Not once, but twice the Mexican army was thrown back, with Santa Anna ordering his buglers to 
blow “Recall.” 
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 How could less than 200 men hold back an army of so many thousand? The exact number is not known, but is 

generally considered to have been between 5,000 and 8,000.) Santa Anna ordered a third wave of attacks. By that 
time, the cannon fire had ripped holes in the walls. 
 
The number of Texas casualties kept the Texans from keeping the Mexicans out. The Mexican army breached the 
walls then systematically killed all of the Texans. The battle lasted about 90 minutes and was over by 6:30 a.m. 
The exact number of Texans killed is not known for certain. The best estimates say the Texas force numbered 
between 180 and 190.  
 
The exact number of Mexican casualties is not known either. Estimates range from 600 dead to 2,000 dead. The 
count was relatively high compared to what it should have been. Fierce resistance and accurate Texas shooting 
were the primary reasons. The Texans proved to be absolutely deadly when they fired. Santa Anna ordered the 
bodies on both sides to be buried in one mass unmarked grave. His troops rested for a bit, then headed east to hunt 
down Sam Houston and his troops.  
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