
 
 
I write to you as I begin my term as President of the AAA-CPA. 

First, I thank the Board of Directors for their faith and the trust they placed in me at our recent Annual 
Meeting in Branson, Missouri. 

In addition, I know that I speak for all of us when I express gratitude to Past President Joe Cordell for his 
accomplishments over the past year. Joe led an extensive effort that researched the needs and expectations of 
our membership. In addition, he and his team developed a detailed and forward looking set of goals and 
changes to make the Association even more vital and relevant to current and potential members. Joe and I will 
be communicating some of the exciting details of this program in the weeks ahead. 

Following through on Joe’s groundwork in rebranding and recruiting new members is my number one goal for 
the coming year. 

I am very fortunate to be following some extremely strong and forward thinking leaders. My top goals largely 
build on their efforts. Past President Nick Lioce began an endowment fundraising campaign which partners 
with the AAA-CPA Foundation in creating funds to help assist in our efforts to provide quality education to our 
members. He has raised nearly $70,000 towards his goal of $100,000. In addition, members have pledged 
approximately half of balance of $ 30,000 needed to meet the goal. Even more exciting, a founding member of 
the Association has pledged to match up to $100,000 that members contribute, creating a total endowment of 
$200,000.   

Working with Nick and the Executive Committee to raise the relatively modest remaining balance which will 
create that substantial endowment for future education is another goal I have. 

Finally, working with Joe over the past year made me realize that only about 10-15 % of our members attend 
our national meetings. These meetings have provided the setting where future national leaders of the 
Association are discovered and developed, as well as the venue for the networking that is vital to any national 
professional association. (I would add that, on a personal basis, our national meetings have been the 
opportunity for personal associations for both my family and me. A small example of this is that my oldest son, 
an accounting major at West Virginia University, was offered an internship by past President and Foundation 
Treasurer Rob Scharar.) 

However, that means upwards of 85% of our members see value in the many other advantages of membership. 
Among these advantages are the various practice area and specialty committees that are all open to 
membership by any of our membership at no additional charge. Unlike nearly every other bar association, 
committee membership and involvement is free and open to all. 

The last goal for the coming year that I want to share with you involves further energizing and our committees 
and sharing with as many of you as possible the opportunities for professional advancement and friendship 
with fellow attorney-CPAs. Mike Breslin, Chairman of the IRS Liaison Committee, is taking the lead in this 
regard and will be sharing with all of us feedback and written material from his committee’s monthly meetings 
with senior IRS personnel. 

In the coming weeks and months I will touch base with you concerning details of our efforts at membership 
development, regional meetings, state and local chapters and sponsorships. In the meantime, I want to again 
thank-you and the Board Directors for the opportunity to serve you during the coming year. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
John W. Pramberg 


