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What’s New within AANN? 

How can you help to bring about change within the neuroscience field? Are you interested in making an 

impact on public policy, but intimidated by the process?  

During the past year, AANN has developed a toolkit to guide all levels of advocates through the 

legislative process. This guide outlines the role of the neuroscience nurse in health policy advocacy and 

provides tips and resources regarding how to help bring about change.  This toolkit is aimed towards 

those curious about creating change for the neuroscience nursing profession. After all, nurses are 

professional advocates! 

“Why did AANN make a toolkit and how can I help?” In order for neuroscience nursing and broader 

neurological health issues to begin to receive the attention and policy response they deserve, 

neuroscience nurses must engage in proactive and aggressive advocacy efforts to help drive the national 

agenda toward AANN’s concerns.   

Policymakers need to hear directly from neuroscience nurses about priority issues and recommended 

solutions, or they will fail to address our concerns. Recognizing this, AANN has made it easy for our 

nurses to get involved, providing template letters and email messages, which can be personalized, and 

also providing talking points for phone calls to elected officials.  

The toolkit also includes solutions to the most common myths we face as future and current advocates 

and the misconceptions that we may have about the legislation process. Getting involved in the public 

policy process may seem intimidating, or confusing, however having an impact on our nation’s 

policymaking process can be easy and effective. The toolkit also provides a comprehensive review of 

advocacy 101, a simple refresher on legislation and law making and tips for communicating with the 

Members of Congress. 

Involvement in our government at all levels is important in order to make a positive change in health 

policy for neuroscience nurses and people with neurological needs! A well-informed, articulate and 

passionate neuroscience nurse can be a valued resource to elected officials, can raise issues of 

importance, and can help craft and implement necessary solutions.  

To be responsive to changes in AANN’s advocacy activities and ensure that neuroscience nurses have 

the latest and best resources, this tool kit will be updated annually and appended with additional 

information.  Materials and information for the AANN Advocacy Tool Kit were kindly provided by the 

Oncology Nursing Society (www.ons.org) and are based on the ONS Health Policy Tool Kit, which was last 

updated in 2007. The AANN Advocacy Tool Kit is available online 

at http://www.aann.org/about/content/advocacy.html. (Updated March 2014) 
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