
 

 
 
 
ARE YOU STARTING A CAREER IN CONFLICT RESOLUTION OR JUST LOOKING FOR A CHANGE? 
 
Presented by ACR’s Education, Research and Training Section Webinar 
Wednesday, April 18 at 7:00 PM (EDT) 
 
Registration is required.  Please click here. 
 
Launching a career working with those in conflict and building peace calls for creative and nontraditional 
approaches.  Young professionals just starting off might be frustrated with the lack of direction available in 
starting a career.  In addition, more seasoned professionals looking for a mid-career change may need 
ideas and strategies for moving forward.  In this webinar, David J. Smith will share ideas and strategies 
that can be used by newbies to the field as well as those with more years of experience.   
 
Presenter bio 
 

 David J. Smith’s work spans the fields of peacebuilding, conflict resolution, and civic and 
global education. He has over 30 years’ experience as an educational consultant, lawyer, mediator, 
college professor, trainer, senior program officer, senior manager, career coach, and author. David 
supports educators, youth, and professionals in developing institution-wide initiatives and student 
activities promoting civic, conflict, and peacebuilding awareness. 
 
He is the president of the Forage Center for Peacebuilding and Humanitarian Education, Inc., a 501c3 
not-for-profit that offers experiential learning opportunities for students and professionals.  He was 
formerly a senior program officer and manager of national outreach at the U.S. Institute of Peace. He has 
taught at Harford Community College, Goucher College, Towson University, Georgetown 
University, Drexel University, and at the School for Conflict Analysis and Resolution at George Mason 
University.  While practicing law in Towson, Maryland, he also engaged in family mediation. He served as 
a U.S. Fulbright Scholar at the University of Tartu (Estonia) teaching peace studies and alternative 
dispute resolution. 
 
David is a recipient of the William Kreidler Award for Distinguished Service to the field of Conflict 
Resolution given by the Association for Conflict Resolution.  He was a featured presenter at 
TEDxFulbright “A Curious Picture” in June 2017 where he gave a talk titled “Talking about Peace.”   David 
is a member of the Peace and Collaborative Development Network (PCDN) Career Advisory Panel In 
2016 he published Peace Jobs: A Student’s Guide to Starting a Career Working for Peace (Information 
Age Publishing, 2016). David is a co-author of USIP Special Report 246 Graduate Education and 
Professional Practice in International Peace and Conflict (August 2010).  He is a graduate of American 
University (BA, political science & urban affairs), George Mason University (MS, conflict analysis & 
resolution), and the University of Baltimore (JD).  

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/710885b12c4f78a4d746f627e8486654

