
ACR EPP Webinar: Confronting Pressing Needs with a View to Far Horizons 

Date: Thursday, May 18, 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm Eastern 

Panel: Bernie Mayer and Gail Bingham, facilitated by Larry Schooler 

Webinar Description: Today, many who deal with environmental issues feel a sense of urgency. Those 

holding power see a need to act quickly to repair a regulatory system out of balance. Those representing 

traditional “green” interests see a need to act quickly to repair an Earth out of balance. Everywhere, there 

are signs of haste, alarm, or reflex action. But reflex and reaction often complicate conflict. How do we, 

as conflict professionals, create constructive conversations under these circumstances? In the present 

climate — 

• How do we foster interactions so that people can engage productively? 

• How do we assist emerging stakeholders groups to manage their own internal conflicts? 

• How do we keep our eyes on the horizon and build long-term, sustainable mechanisms to deal with 

environmental conflicts? 

Platform: Zoom (details below) 
Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: https://zoom.us/j/633804868 

Or iPhone one-tap (US Toll):  +14086380968,633804868# or +16465588656,633804868# 
  
Or Telephone: 
    Dial: +1 408 638 0968 (US Toll) or +1 646 558 8656 (US Toll) 
    Meeting ID: 633 804 868 
    International numbers available:    
https://zoom.us/zoomconference?m=ECrToLo6RgjQH1g3iFnoAMWjuZHkOuVM    

 Panelist Biographies: 

Bernie Mayer, Ph.D., Professor of Dispute Resolution, The Werner Institute, Creighton University, 

and a founding partner of CDR Associates. Bernie has provided conflict intervention for families, 

communities, NGO’s unions, corporations, and governmental agencies throughout North America 

and internationally for over 35 years. Bernie’s latest book (2015) is The Conflict Paradox, Seven 

Dilemmas at the Core of Disputes.  Earlier books include: The Dynamics of Conflict, Beyond 

Neutrality, and Staying With Conflict. Bernie received the 2015 John Haynes Distinguished 

Mediator Award, presented by the Association for Conflict Resolution and the 2013 President’s 

Award presented by the Association of Family Conciliation Courts. 

  

Gail Bingham is President Emeritus of RESOLVE and owner of Civic Dialog Group.  Gail 

currently serves as the chair for the Missouri River Recovery Implementation Committee and 

convener of the Lead Service Line Replacement Collaborative.   She has been involved in the 
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environmental dispute resolution field since the late 1970s and is the 2006 winner of the Mary 

Parker Follett Award of the Association for Conflict Resolution.   Gail is the author of numerous 

publications including “When the Sparks Fly:  Building Consensus When the Science is 

Contested” and Resolving Environmental Disputes:  A Decade of Experience.  She served on the 

Board of SPIDR (prior to the formation of ACR), helped launch the EPP sector, serviced on a 

National Academy of Sciences Panel on Public Participation in Environmental Assessment and 

Decision Making, and is on advisory committees for the Center on Environmental Policy at 

American University and the Haub School of Natural Resources at the University of 

Wyoming.  Gail studied anthropology at Stanford University and received a BS in environmental 

planning from Western Washington University. 

 Larry Schooler directs community engagement, public participation and conflict resolution 

projects for the city of Austin, Texas. A public-engagement consultant and researcher, he also is 

a senior fellow at the Annette Strauss Institute for Civic Life at the University of Texas at Austin 

and an adjunct lecturer at Southern Methodist University. He is a former president of the 

International Association for Public Participation. Schooler holds a master's degree in conflict 

analysis and resolution and is pursuing a doctorate in the same field. He is the author of a manual 

entitled "The 'Public' in Public Policy: Keys to a Successful Community Meeting" and a 

forthcoming book on the first Truth and Reconciliation Commission in the United States and 

related projects elsewhere. In his former career, he was a reporter for National Public Radio 

stations across the country and a freelance reporter for NPR, Voice of America and magazines. 

  

  

 


