
 

 

#RenoACR15 - ACR Conference: Focus on the Spirituality Section 

This year’s ACR Annual Conference will have over 75 high quality sessions all designed to help  

attendees Think about our Thinking, both collectively and as individual practitioners in the various areas 

of practice.  Over the next several weeks, we will highlight various areas of focus for sessions during the 

conference.  Take a moment and (1) clink on title for the sessions to learn more about that session; (2) go 

to the conference website at reno.acrnet.org to see the rest of the offerings; and (3) register for the 

conference to take place October 7-10th at the Atlantis Casino Resort and Spa in Reno, NV.  Today the 

focus is sessions related to the ACR Spirituality Section.   

Conciliation and Dispute Resolution in Spiritual Organizations 

Thursday, Oct. 8th | 10:30 am - 12:00 pm  

The Bishop of the Diocese of Texas made Reconciliation a priority within the entire Diocese (among 

largest in the world) and undertook a widespread training and utilization of Dispute resolvers are many 

levels from local church disputes to large community policy disputes. This broad approach sought to 

bring peacemakers into all aspects of the life of the church and the community in which the church 

resides. 

Speaker: E. Wendy Trachte-Huber, Conciliation Working Group, Episcopal Diocese of Texas 

Forgiveness in Elder Care Mediation: Healing Pain from the Past to Create Collaboration in the 

Present 

Thursday, Oct. 8th | 10:30 am - 12:00 pm  

Strained family dynamics, especially unforgiven injuries from the past, prevent many families from 

successfully communicating and collaborating to manage the challenges of aging. If they seek help in 

Elder Care Mediation, unresolved hurt can get in the way of finding solutions for the present and future. 

Creating space to address pain from the past BEFORE discussing possible agreements for the future can 

be crucial to a successful mediation. This session demonstrates a simple "Healing and Reconciliation 

Process" to lead mediation parties towards forgiveness and self-forgiveness, so they can create deeper 

connection and open up new possibilities for mutual understanding and collaboration. 

Speakers: Katharina W. Dress, Elder Mediator, Aging in Harmony, Sheryl E. Faria, Community 

Mediator, Community Boards, San Francisco 

Survive and Thrive: Stress Management for Conflict Management Professionals 

Thursday, Oct. 8th | 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm  

http://reno.acrnet.org/


One of the least considered and most important areas for conflict management professionals is effectively 

dealing with our own stress. This highly interactive (and hilarious) workshop has been described as an 

emotional and relational life saver by thousands of professionals in high-stress fields including law, 

medicine, counseling, emergency services, ministry, and many others. It has now been adapted 

specifically for conflict management professionals to help you locate your internal stress drivers and learn 

amazingly simple techniques to neutralize automatic, self-defeating reactions and replace them with 

positive solutions. 

Speaker: Darrell Puls, Dean of Academic Affairs, Gather 4 Him Christian College 

 

Helping Clients Forgive: Releasing the Past and Restoring Peace 

Friday, Oct. 9th | 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm  

Forgiveness is the ultimate stage of conflict resolution and mediators and other conflict resolution 

professionals are in an ideal position to help clients forgive. This interactive session will look at what it 

takes to help clients forgive and truly release the past, whether as a neutral or a forgiveness coach. We 

will explore how to help clients move beyond victim identification, release anger, reclaim power and find 

lasting peace and wholeness. By facilitating forgiveness work, we can provide a great and much needed 

service and embrace a larger role as peacemakers and healers of conflict. 

Speaker: Eileen Barker, Mediator, Barker Mediation 

Space is filling up.  Go to the conference website at reno.acrnet.org to see the rest of the offerings and 

then register for the conference today. 

http://reno.acrnet.org/

