
History of the National Consortium of Breast Centers, Inc. 
 
What started in 1985 as a small group of multidisciplinary breast health professionals, has grown into an 
ever-increasing group of medical professionals who assemble to exchange information, network, and 
learn from each other. The focus continues to be on the development, implementation and expansion of 
breast center programs to allow these experts to become informed about the most up-to-date breast care 
techniques and options available to their patients. With the addition of private sector businesses and 
corporations as part of the membership, breast health professionals are also informed about advances in 
equipment, technology, drugs and services available to them to improve the quality of patient care. 
Through monthly newsletters, an annual conference, and networking throughout the year, NCBC 
members are kept informed about the constantly changing breast health care world.  
 

Purpose and Mission of the Organization 
 
Mission.  The National Consortium of Breast Centers is the premier interdisciplinary organization 
committed to the development, maintenance, advancement and improvement of the highest quality 
patient-focused Breast Centers by supporting education, certification and interdisciplinary communication 
among those we serve. 
 
Vision.  To positively impact quality breast health care and improve the experience, satisfaction, and 
outcomes of the breast care patient as well as the care providers, while being recognized as the premier 
organization supporting interdisciplinary Breast Centers in the world. 
 
Organizational Methodology.  The organization’s mission is achieved through evidence-based 
education, advocacy, certification, and quality validation programs with the goal of improving breast 
health care for all. Interdisciplinary collaboration is promoted through networking opportunities among the 
Breast Center community. 
 
 

Where Do You Fit In? 
 
If you are a working in a breast health care environment, you will have an opportunity to network with 
colleagues from around the world.  Many of your colleagues are already members. If you provide a 
service or a product to breast health care professionals or their facilities, then the NCBC is a great 
marketing vehicle to reach a captive audience.  
 
Presently, the NCBC membership includes individuals who represent the medical fields of radiology, 
surgery, pathology, oncology, and gynecology. The clinical fields are represented by members in all 
levels of nursing including clinical, oncology, advanced practice, as well as nurse practitioners.  Radiology 
includes radiologists [most specializing in breast imaging] and radiology technologists.  This radiology-
related group constitutes more than a quarter of the NCBC membership.  Managers and administrators of 
breast centers are also included in the membership. These individuals represent centers that are 
community hospital-based, university hospital-based, and free standing. Individuals do not have to be 
affiliated with a breast center to join. The NCBC has members who work at women’s centers, wellness 
centers and other non-profit organizations, and are involved in private practice, breast advocacy, etc. 
Breast health consultants, authors, and representatives from the commercial sector, who provide 
equipment and supplies to providers, round out the NCBC membership.  
 
The diversity of our members is what makes the NCBC’s annual national conference and membership 
unique. Not only is there an exchange of information within professional boundaries, but the exchange 
crosses over the professional boundaries in a relaxed non-threatening climate of collegial sharing. The 
relaxed environment in which information is disseminated and exchanged is the reason so many 
conference attendees return year after year. 
 


