
Patient Navigation Certification Schedule 

There is a growing awareness, supported by research and the Institute of 

Medicine, that patients with a diagnosis of cancer have multiple issues to 

face.  This complexity is compounded by the healthcare system that is fragmented, 

not patient-centered, and not well coordinated.  This realization has led to a focus 

on interdisciplinary care, embracing patient navigation as the means to provide the 

best diagnosis/treatment in the most compassionate and comfortable manner as 

possible. 

The National Consortium of Breast Centers has remained the forerunner since 

2008 of the patient navigation movement.  NCBC is reenergizing a recognized 

certification program to include navigators at multiple levels in a stream of patient 

care.  The national trend has proven that it is no longer enough to navigate a 

patient through a single space in time, but requires a continual flow of care to 

support the patient’s movement through a very complex system - from the small 

regional facility with one navigator to expanded medical centers with multiple 

oncology systems. Navigation streamlines care from department to department, 

facility to facility, and doctor to doctor so diagnostic and cancer care is delivered 

fully supported for every patient, every time!  

NCBC Navigation Certification offers Navigation Certification. Learn how to 

function as a navigational team and certify your navigator[s] at any of the regional 

events or the annual National Conference. 

Our Navigation Certification now officially recognizes navigators with distinct 

designations.  As with all our navigators, experience is important to passing the 

certification test. Our website offers further information on the required 

criteria.  

 

Our recognized designations are now the following. 

I for Imaging.  All radiologic technologists, including mammography, ultrasound, 

MRI, and radiation oncology.  

M for Management/Social Work.  All managers of breast navigators and Social 

Workers. 



A for Advocates.  All medical technicians, licensed/vocational practical nurses, 

volunteers that work in breast imaging and cancer care. 

P for Providers.  All diagnosticians such as doctors, nurse practitioners, 

physicians assistants, PhDs that work in breast imaging and cancer care. 

N for Registered Nurses.  All registered nurses across the spectrum of 

diagnostic imaging and cancer care. 

The ‘team’ is comprised of these individuals as a stream of patient care and is 

signified by IM A PN (I’M A PATIENT NAVIGATOR) 

They work together under the umbrella of navigation and once they pass their 

individual navigator tests they earn the certification title: 

CN-B (Certified Navigator – Breast) + specific designation. 

CN-BI for Imaging 

CN-BM for Management/Social Work 

CN-BA for Advocates 

CN-BP for Providers 

CN-BN for Registered Nurses 

Be the first to register for this important certification at any of our regional 

events identified below.  Check the NCBC web site on a regular basis to see if sites 

have been added.  If you would like to sponsor a certification program for your 

region, please contact Jennifer Cobb-Hayes [Jennifer@breastcare.org]. 

July 26-27 - Portland, OR 

August 9-10, 2014 - Morristown, NJ 

September 6-7, 2014 - Southern Indiana 

September 22, 2014 - Orlando, FL (AONN - test only) 

November 8-9, 2014 - Boynton, FL 

 


