
 
 
 

Meet Ken Neal 
 
The AEG Insider is proud to announce that we will feature short bios for either one of the six AEG Insider 
editors or a leader in the AEG community. Here’s an introduction to one of the leaders of AEG, Ken Neal. 
  
Ken, a native of Oregon, received his B.S. and M.S. degrees from Portland 
State University.  His M.S. thesis, titled A Tectonic Study of a Part of the 
northern Eagle Cap Wilderness Area, northeastern Oregon, was the third 
completed in PSU’s Earth Science Department. 
 
After short stints in the mining industry and logging soil and rock samples 
on a nuclear power plant site, Ken spent his next 17 years with the U.S. 
Forest Service, first on the Willamette and then on the Olympic National 
Forest, where he managed the Engineering Geology and, subsequently, the 
Resource Geology and Exploration Branches of the Olympic’s Geotechnical 
Program. During his final five years with the Forest Service, Ken managed the drill exploration program 
for seven national forests in Washington and Oregon. He then transitioned to private consulting, which 
included managing his own firm, Kenneth Neal & Associates, in Olympia, Wash., for 19 years. He closed 
his firm and “retired” in 2012. 
 
Ken joined AEG in 1976, chaired the Washington State Section in 1992 and 1993 and served as section 
treasurer until he was appointed to Washington’s Geologist Licensure Board in 2001, where he served 
two terms.  Using verbiage from the COPGO model act, an outline provided by the Washington 
Department of Licensing, and extensive review comments and input from others, Ken assembled 
Washington’s geologist licensure law, and, as the Washington State Section’s Licensure Chair, 
coordinated with AEG’s lobbyists, AEG members and other geologists and organizations in securing its 
passage. In addition to co-chairing the AEG Licensure Committee, Ken currently serves on the Advocacy, 
Awards and Strategic Planning Committees, and he has served on the Nominating Committee. He is Co-
Chair of the Kona 2016 Annual Meeting Committee. 


