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Alaska is at the cutting edge of environmental and engineering geology that once supported a thriving 

AEG section. The section has been inactive of late, but two AEG members, Brian Mullen and Eric Cannon, 

undertook to reverse the trend and revive the section. Beginning at the 2012 AEG Annual Meeting, Brian 

and Eric solicited support from other Alaska members, culminating in a successful petition to formally 

re-establish the section. Officer elections were held in the fall of 2014, putting the section firmly back on 

the map. Section officers include Eric Cannon, chair; Dr. Keith Torrance, vice chair; Brian Mullen, 

treasurer; and Dr. Debasmita Misra, at-large member. 

 



To kick off 2014-2015, the Alaska Section hosted a talk by Dr. John Callas on Oct. 24. He is program 

manager for NASA’s Mars rover project. Fittingly, the talk was held at the University of Alaska’s 

planetarium in the Conoco Phillips Science building on the Anchorage campus. A packed audience heard 

Dr. Callas give an overview of the Mars Rover program and the extent to which both the Spirt and 

Opportunity robotic rovers have exceeded their initial mission life expectations, having spent over 10 

years exploring the red planet. 

 

John discussed how both missions have provided structural and geochemical evidence that Mars was 

once had a more earth-like climate with flowing water and temperatures that may have been conducive 

for primitive life forms to develop. As the number of planets discovered outside of our solar system 

increases, it is more likely that planetary systems are common and will include planets that lie within the 

“goldilocks” orbital ranges that would allow for liquid water on their surface. Consequently, the earth 

may not be as unique as was once believed. 

 


