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s we head into spring, I am excited that things are
moving in a positive direction for AEG. We are

 anticipating changes being made within AEG opera-
tions and with our governance structure as the result of the 
Needs Assessment. 

Our Needs Assessment is progressing well. Our ad-hoc
committees will be bringing the alternatives identified for
changing our governance and operations structure forward for
discussion at the mid-year Board of Directors Meeting. I look
forward to these discussions, and listening to the membership
on where AEG should be going. It is your Association; please
voice your opinion so we can have as much consensus as pos-
sible prior to making any changes. 

I would like to call for the membership to join me in
 recognizing Duane Kreuger and Deb Green for their
Strategic Planning Committee (SPC) efforts in supporting all
of our operational committees and leading the Needs
Assessment process. Both Duane and Deb stepped down
from their roles as co-chairs of the SPC in January. 

Well done Duane and Deb!
Serin Bussell is in the process of stepping down from

her role as Corporate Relations Director with Phoenix AMC.
She has graciously agreed to continue to work with us in the

short term to make the transition for a
new Phoenix AMC employee take on
her role. Serin’s main involvement
during the transition will be working
with the Insider to ensure it continues

without interruption. On behalf of the
Executive Council we wish Serin the best

in her future endeavors and offer our sincere
thanks for all of her efforts for AEG. For you that know and
have worked with Serin, please join us in wishing her well.

In my remarks at the Annual Banquet in Seattle, I
expressed that our volunteers are the “capital” of our
 Association. We must spend our capital wisely or we run the
risk of burning out our volunteers, which can jeopardize the
long term sustainability of the Association. With that in mind,
I hope to work with the new Strategic Planning Committee
chairs, Cynthia Palomares and Nate Sarenceno to find
ways make our volunteers’ jobs easier for the benefit of the
entire Association.

I look forward to meeting and talking with you at the
 Section meetings across the country. As always please feel
free to contact myself or any member of the Executive Council
with any comments or suggestions.

NEWS OF THE ASSOCIATION – THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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AEG President Gary Luce spoke to students at the University of West Georgia in Carrollton as part of his visit to AEG’s Southeastern Section. He discussed career
opportunities for geoscience students and made students aware of what membership in AEG has to offer. (See full story in the Southeastern Section news in the
HomeFront–page 30.)
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