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AEG 

A member for 54 years, Richard (Dick) Gray, Hon. M., AEG has been highly active in the 
Association, serving in several roles, most notably as President in 1995.  He received AEG 
Honorary Membership in 2006.  
 
Dick is a vocal proponent of lifelong learning and has been involved 
with many technical and professional organizations. He has been 
Chairman or president of three major U.S. and engineering geology 
groups: AEG, the Engineering Geology Division of GSA, and the U.S. 
Committee of the International Association for Engineering Geology 
and the Environment.  He is the recipient of countless awards, too 
numerous to list.  However, one recent award that Dick is surely 
proud of is the Distinguished Alumnus Award bestowed on him (see 
photo) in later 2016 by his alma mater, Carnegie Mellon University. 
 
Dick is an internationally recognized engineering geology and 
geotechnical engineering expert who has completed projects 
ranging from foundation engineering, mine subsidence and mine 
stabilization to mine fire control and disposal sites for fly ash. He 
currently shares his talents with the next generation of engineering 
geology professionals through his mentoring of staff at the firm he co-founded, DiGioia Gray, 
Inc., located in Monroeville, Pennsylvania (near Pittsburgh). 
 
Dick’s distinguished career began in 1956, upon his graduation from Carnegie Mellon University 
(or as he would say Carnegie Tech). Then, at the urging of his professor and first employer, Dr. 
Elio D’Appolonia, to take courses at MIT during the summers of 1958 and 1959, Dick was 
fortunate to be exposed to the world’s leading practitioners in soil mechanics and foundation 
engineering (Terzaghi, Peck, Casagrande, Lambe, Seed, Bjerrum and Skempton). 
 
In addition to working throughout the United States, Dick has consulted on mine subsidence in 
Alberta, on Vancouver Island and New Zealand, steel mill foundations in Iran, and mine fires in 
India.  In 1967, he was the geotechnical expert on the team that conducted the feasibility study 
for the United States' Indian Ocean military base on Diego Garcia. 



He has studied geology, especially karst and landslides, in British Columbia and Alberta, Canada; 
Puerto Rico; Ecuador; Peru; Chile; Yugoslavia; New Zealand; Australia; Wales; Japan; 
Czechoslovakia; Spain; Switzerland; Norway; England; El Salvador; Honduras; and the 
Dominican Republic.   
 
Dick is a prolific and distinguished writer, with over 95 publications to date.  One of the more 
recent papers that Dick led the writing team on was the “Geology of Pittsburgh,” prepared 
under the AEG Cities of the World Series, which was completed just prior to the 2015 AEG 
Annual Meeting in Pittsburgh. 
 
He continues to support the Association and is a frequent attendee at local AEG meetings held in 
Pittsburgh as well as Annual Meetings.  For his many friends and colleagues, it was wonderful to see Dick 
and his wife Audrey at the AEG Kona Annual Meeting this past September. 
Join AEG in congratulating Dick on his latest award and for his years of extensive service to AEG and our 
profession! 


