
Changes to BCSA's FSR certification program 
 
British Columbia Safety Authority (BCSA) is introducing significant enhancements to our Electrical Field 
Safety Representative (FSR) program, which will set a new professional standard for your role in the 
electrical industry. FSRs are a cornerstone of the electrical safety system and are recognized for their 
professionalism and expertise in electrical codes and regulations. 
  
Effective February 1, 2018, we will be introducing the following features to the FSR program: 
  
         Certificate renewals. FSR certificates of qualification will now require renewal every three years. 
Certificate renewal enables BCSA to maintain current contact information and to ensure that all active 
FSRs receive important safety and regulatory information, critical for your work, in a simple and timely 
manner. To make the renewal process easy and accessible, we will be offering online access through our 
client portal. Read more details about certificate renewals here.  
  
         Knowledge update requirements. FSRs will be required to demonstrate updated knowledge of the 
Act, codes and regulations in order to qualify for certificate renewal. Periodic revisions to the code, Act or 
regulations integrate current knowledge of safety risks, hazards and new technologies within electrical 
industry. Meeting these knowledge update requirements affirms your status as an active professional, 
and increases value to your employers and clients by providing assurance that your knowledge and skills 
are current. Please note: this requirement will not take effect until your second renewal cycle on your 
birthdate in 2021. Read more details about knowledge update requirements here.  
  
         BC Master Electrician designation. If you currently hold an FSR class A, B or C certificate, in 
addition to a qualification as a construction or industrial electrician, you will be granted the designation of 
BC Master Electrician – FSR A, B, or C. The BC Master Electrician designation recognizes the status of 
individuals that can perform both regulated electrical work, as well as assess and validate regulated 
electrical work. This designation also aligns with similar designations in other provinces. Read more 
details about the new designation here. 
  
Together, these changes support the highest professional standard for FSRs in BC, provides consistency 
with other professional certifications that BCSA regulates (e.g., power engineers, gas fitters, etc.) and 
enable BCSA to serve you and the electrical industry better. 
  
Through our improved online services, you will be able to view permits you are named on, access your 
own safety performance information, and find the most current safety information and educational 
offerings. To make it more convenient to present your qualifications on the job site, BCSA has also 
developed a secure wallet card that will be issued on renewal.  
  
Coming up in the fall of 2017, BCSA will be providing webinars and regional open-house events across 
the province to share details and answer your questions about these program changes. We encourage 
you to participate in one of these sessions to learn more about what these program enhancements mean 
to you. To sign up for one of these sessions, please click here. We will be continuously updating the FSR 
changes webpage and the Q&A on our website in order to best answer your questions as they come up. 
If you have any other questions or concerns, please contact us at contact@safetyauthority.ca. 
  
  
Kind regards, 
  
Alina Urloiu | Product Leader, Certification and Licensing   
Ulrich Janisch | Safety Manager, Electrical 
BRITISH COLUMBIA SAFETY AUTHORITY 
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