
Here is a summary of the House Hearing:  

House Armed Services Subcommittee on Personnel. The following individuals testified before the 

Subcommittee:  

* Jessica Wright, Acting Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness 

* Sheryl Murray, Assistant Deputy Commandant for Manpower and Reserve Affairs, Marine Corps 

* Lt. General Howard Bromberg, Deputy Chief of Staff, United States Army 

* Lt. General Samuel Cox, Deputy Chief of Staff Manpower, Personnel and Services, Air Force 

* Vice Admiral William Moran, Deputy Chief of Naval Operations, United States Navy  

During the opening testimony, Jessica Wright made the following remarks regarding 

commissaries, <i>“Commissaries currently receive an appropriation of $1.4 billion per year. We propose 

a $1.0 billion decrease to the annual budget to operate commissaries, with the decrease taking place 

gradually over the next three years. Our plan does not direct the closure of any commissary. Under this 

plan overseas commissaries and those in remote locations will continue receiving direct subsidies. The 

Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA) will continue to receive approximately $400 million to support 

overseas commissaries and those commissaries designated by the Department as remote/isolated. Prices 

at all commissaries will rise, however, and the mix of products may change. Commissaries will also need 

to find additional operating efficiencies. This plan requires changes to U.S. law. The Department is 

drafting a proposal for the FY 2015 National Defense Authorization Act to implement the adjustments. 

The Department recognizes the value of commissaries to our people, especially younger military families 

and retirees. Stateside commissaries, however, have many private-sector competitors and it is 

reasonable to operate more like a business. Commissaries will continues to provide good deals to Service 

members, military families and retirees and will remain a dependable benefit for families, particularly 

those serving overseas and in remote and isolated areas.”</i> 

Chairman Joe Wilson (R-SC) reported that he was very concerned about quality of life issues, especially 

the proposed reeducating of the commissary benefit. He reported that commissaries are very important 

to military families and is an important component to the quality of life for our service members.   

Congressman Joe Heck (R-NV) inquired why the Department of Defense is proposing cuts to programs 

such as the commissaries before the report from the Military Compensation and Retirement 

Modernization Commission is received and reviewed. He commented that the Congress created this 

commission to review quality of life issues and it is supposed to be an objective body. He is concerned 

that the Department of Defense is “nickel-and-diming” programs before we receive the commission’s 

report.  

Ms. Jessica Wright reported that the Department of Defense believes it has sufficient analysis for its 

proposals including the reduction in the commissary subsidy.  



Congressman Heck (R-NV) responded that the Congress empaneled the Military Compensation and 

Retirement Modernization Commission. What happens when they come back in 2015 with 

recommendations contrary to the actions that the Department of Defense is proposing Congress take?  

Ms. Wright reported that we can tweak the proposals at that time but the analysis is based on solid 

evidence for action.   

Congressman Tsongas (D-MA) reported that the U.S. Congress created the Military Compensation and 

Retirement Modernization Commission and asked the rhetorical question of why are we taking a 

piecemeal approach which creates uncertainty with military families. She suggested that it is better to 

wait until the objective Commission provides its report.  

Chairman Joe Wilson (R-SC) asked several questions for the record and asked Ms. Jessica Wright to 

provide the answers. The questions were:  

1) How long will the commissaries operate with employee salaries coming out of profits?  

2) To what level does the Department of Defense foresee the 30% savings dropping? 

3) While the Department of Defense does not close any commissaries, does the Department believe the 

reduction will drive stores to close and drive military families to off-base retail establishments?   

Ranking Member Susan Davis (D-CA) emphasized Chairman Wilson’s comments and stated that people 

“love the commissary benefit.”   

The Subcommittee adjourned with no further discussion regarding commissaries.  

 


