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Members of the House Armed Services Committee will get a chance this week to pile on an election-year plan by 
the Pentagon to conduct two new rounds of military base closings. 
 
The proposal, which would require decisions on shutting down domestic bases in 2013 and 2015, was panned on 
Capitol Hill when it was proposed last month. Some lawmakers cite bitter memories of a 2005 batch of closings, 
which ended up costing more than $35 billion on everything from pollution cleanup to relocation of personnel. That 
exceeded the costs of the four previous rounds combined, according to the Government Accountability Office. 
 
“It did cost a lot more than anyone anticipated, but we are achieving significant savings in the long run,” 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta told the Senate Armed Services Committee at a Feb. 14 hearing. The House Armed 
Services panel on military readiness will review the plan in more detail Thursday at a hearing with officials from the 
Defense Department and Government Accountability Office, the investigative arm of Congress. 
 
The Base Realignment and Closure process, known as BRAC, was designed to be immune from politics by 
appointing an independent commission to recommend which bases should be shut. The closings would become law 
unless Congress votes to reject the entire package. Lawmakers have no power to amend it to save hometown 
installations. 
 
Just authorizing two new rounds would require an election- year vote by lawmakers who have grown skeptical of 
the wisdom and fairness of the base-closing process, not to mention its unpopularity in hometowns with installations 
at risk. 
 
“The BRAC process is fraught with the peril of irrevocable mistakes, and it is necessary that we examine its long 
term impact on our national defense strategy,” J. Randy Forbes, a Virginia Republican and chairman of the House 
readiness panel, said in an e-mailed statement. 
 
Senator Carl Levin, a Michigan Democrat and chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee, has said the 
Pentagon should focus first on closing more overseas bases. 
 
“There’s obviously no wild enthusiasm in the Congress for additional BRAC rounds,” Roscoe Bartlett, a Maryland 
Republican on the House Armed Services Committee, said at a Feb. 15 hearing. Even Panetta isn’t betting on a new 
round coming to fruition anytime soon. He has said his 2013 budget proposal doesn’t include any money to shut 
bases. 
 
Also worth watching: 
 
LIBYAN LEADERSHIP: 
 
More than four months after the death of Muammar Qaddafi, Libya’s new prime minister will pay a visit to 
Washington. Abdel-Rahim El Keib will discuss Libya’s political transition and the future of U.S.-Libya relations at 
a forum Friday at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. 
 
PANETTA ON SYRIA: 
 
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and Army General Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, will 
discuss the fighting in Syria at a hearing Wednesday of the Senate Armed Services Committee. 


