
 
 
AMWA Appoints New President and President-Elect 
 
Contact: Eliza Chin, MD, MPH 
Reston, VA (April 2013) 
 
The American Medical Women’s Association (AMWA) has elected Dr. Eleni Tousimis  as President and 
Dr. Farzanna Haffizulla  as President-Elect to the AMWA Board of Directors.  

Dr. Eleni Tousimis is a board certified General Surgeon who specializes in breast cancer surgery.  She 
recently joined Medstar Georgetown University Hospital, Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center as the 
Chief of the Division of Breast Surgery in Washington D.C.  Dr. Tousimis attended Dartmouth and Mount 
Holyoke College where she graduated cum laude. She then received her medical degree from Albany 
Medical College. Following her breast surgery fellowship training at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Center in 2001, she completed additional specialty training in minimally invasive surgery of the breast at 
the European Institute of Oncology in Milan, Italy.  Dr. Tousimis was previously Associate Professor of 
Clinical Surgery at the Weill Cornell Medical College, New York Presbyterian Hospital for the last 9 years 
and served as Associate Program Director of Surgical Education. She has been recognized for her pursuit 
of new initiatives in breast cancer management, including nipple sparing mastectomy, partial breast 
radiation and new anesthetic techniques for breast surgery. As a well respected clinician, researcher, 
and teacher, Dr. Tousimis has received numerous awards and holds leadership positions in several 
professional societies and acts as section editor of the Aesthetic Plastic Surgery Journal.   She has been 
recognized as a Castle Connolly’s Top Doctors, Top Surgeons and Best Doctors in 2009-2012.  She 
received an Achievement Award from the City of New York for her surgical skill, compassion and service 
to the people of New York. 

 

Farzanna Haffizulla, MD Dr. Farzanna Haffizulla is a graduate of The University of Miami Miller School of 

Medicine. Her residency training was at the Cleveland Clinic Florida and at the Cleveland Clinic 

Foundation in Ohio and she is Board Certified in Internal Medicine. She is dedicated to her profession 

and deals with all her patients compassionately, diligently and thoroughly. She founded and opened her 

own concierge, hybrid medical practice in 2008 after practicing in a traditional setting for 5 years. Her 

innovative, creative approach to medical practice allows her to efficiently fuse traditional clinical 

practice with technology. Her medical practice allows her to offer office visits, house calls and 

telemedicine to her patients. Dr. Haffizulla has earned several awards including a Quality First Award 

from the Florida Heathcare Coalition, a leading physician of the world award from The International 

Association of Healthcare Professionals and was  selected as an outstanding woman in healthcare by the 

International Women’s Leadership Association. She served as the Medical Director of a home care 

services company and teaches Honors Organic Chemistry to the pre-med seniors at American Heritage. 

She holds an affiliate assistant professor of clinical biomedical science position at Florida Atlantic’s 



School of Medicine and is a voluntary assistant professor of medicine at the University of Miami. She is 

also a primary scientific board member on an institutional review board for clinical research. She is a 

nationally recognized speaker and expert on work/life balance and published  “Harmony of the Spheres: 

Career, Family and Community”  in 2011. She also founded and runs a work/life balance site 

BusyMomMD.com. She has authored and nationally published several articles to parenting and 

professional communities. As South Florida AMWA’s past president she augmented and elevated 

AMWA’s mission and vision exponentially and she hopes to bring that same fervor and passion to her 

involvement in National AMWA. 

 
New Officers and board members include:  Roberta Gebhard, DO (Secretary), Beatrice Desper, MD 

(Board Member), Elinor Christiansen, MD (Board Member), and Suzanne Harrison, MD (returning as a 

second-term Board Member). 

 

 

About AMWA 
The American Medical Women's Association is an organization which functions at the local, national, 
and international level to advance women in medicine and improve women's health. They achieve this 
by providing and developing leadership, advocacy, education, expertise, mentoring, and strategic 
alliances. 
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