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From the Supervisor

I hope that you have had a chance to visit the Museum this winter as the roof 
structure has gone up on the Calf Barn!  It’s an exciting project that brings 
numerous donors and volunteers together to preserve a historic building while 
adap t ing  i t  fo r  a  b r igh t ,  con t r ibu t ing  fu tu re  a t  t he  Museum.  
Special thanks to volunteer Don Ross who built the two cupolas in his garage this 
winter and delivered them on time to 
be wired with lightning rods and to be 
hoisted onto the roof!  Another thank 
you to volunteer Douglas McKay who 
took nine of the windows and painted 
them in his basement and returned 
them on time to be installed.  Museum 
groundskeeper Ed LaFave carved out 
a maintenance spot at the Museum 
and rebuilt eleven of the windows and 
everything came together just perfect!

Now that Phase I is done, we can look 
towards Phase II.  Fundraising efforts are ongoing and we will wait until we 
have enough funds to bid out a large amount of work at one time hopefully 
getting a better price from contractors.  In the meantime, this spring we will 
get a coat of paint on the whole building and plan to host numerous wedding 
receptions, vintage base ball programs, garden programs, summer camps, 
and more in this unique historic building!

It’s not too late to help.  Donations large and small help to keep the magic 
of historic preservation alive at the Museum site.  Your donations go directly 
into our buildings and programs and can often be used to leverage matching 
grants and other donations!  Need to recognize your family in our community?  
A loved one? A special anniversary?  The Museum accepts donations of cash, 
annuities, IRA rollovers, real estate, life insurance, and more.  Let our 
community know of your investment in calling this place home!  History 
Happened Here!  Thanks to you!

Patrick J. McKay
Supervisor of Interpetive Services



School Days, School Days, Good Old Fashioned Rule Days...

“Life in a Town” is the focus of the second grade program 
and classes meet at the Western Knitting Mill to do a walking 
tour of downtown Rochester.  A PowerPoint presentation 
with past and present photos is provided by the Museum 
and shown by the teachers to prepare students for this field 
trip.  This year, second grade students will also spend a day 
at  the Stoney Creek Schoolhouse to deepen their 
understanding of life in our community during the mid-1800s.

Third grade students focus on the state of Michigan and 
our program, “Life in a Young State”.  It invites students 
to “think like a historian”, using primary and secondary 
resources and to draw conclusions about why people chose 
to settle in Michigan, how they traveled, how they moved 
goods, changed the environment to take care of basic needs 
and how they adapted to their new environment.  Students 
are introduced to the pioneer spirit of the five generations 
of the Taylor family who lived on this land in the 
Farmhouse and the Dairy Barn.  Students are amazed to be 
able to handle (with white gloves) artifacts that were 
discovered during our 20 year archaeological dig.

Fourth graders a lso use 
artifacts and other primary 
resources from our collection 
to continue to “think like 
a historian” in the 1950s 
room at the Stoney Creek 
Schoolhouse with the program, 
“Life in a Growing Country”.  
They were the first to use our 
new interactive electronic 
timeline that displays changes 
o v e r  t i m e  t h r o u g h  e a c h 
decade – 1850-1950. Students also revisit the 1848 
classroom to interpret primary and secondary sources as 
well as an 1864 diary written by 18 year-old village 
resident, Ella Matteson.

“Look how engaged they are!”  was the comment that we 
heard by parents over and over again!

We do believe that Bertha would still be impressed by the 
products of the public education system who continue to 
learn at the little country school.

“I am a proud product of the public school system” stated 
Bertha Van Hoosen in her auto-biography, Petticoat Surgeon.  
“My copper-colored locks had been twisted into soft curls 
when Mother led me up the lane that cuts the village square 
in two and left me in the Stony Creek rural school like a 
lump of unworked clay in the hands of the potter.  Twenty 
years passed before that mass was finally shaped into the 
form of a woman doctor.  That it ever became so molded is 
to the credit of the free schools that were always open 
whenever I was ready to enter.”

Education was important to the pioneers who established the 
village of Stony Creek as well as the Graham family who 
first settled in Rochester. 
 
Our Mission statement here at the Rochester Hills Museum 
is to “interpret, preserve and collect the history of the greater 
Rochester area” and we are very proud to continue to partner 
with Rochester Community Schools to provide social studies 
field trips for kindergarten through fourth grade students.  
The field trips are designed to be an integral part of the 
history strand and created to fulfill common core curriculum 
standards. 
 
Our Red House, the 1850s tenant farm house, is the site of 
the kindergarten and first grade programs. “Joshua Van 
Hoosen Had a Farm” is the Kindergarten program.  
With artifacts for every letter of the alphabet, students compare 
and contrast life in the 1860s with the present while learning 
about the early settlers to this land.  Rhymes, songs, stories 
and a game keep the kindergarteners moving.

First grade students return to learn about “Life in a Village” 
with the understanding that if you were old enough to walk, you 
were old enough to work and they participate in farm chores.  
They participate in a role-play entitled “I Need a Pair of Socks” 
as an introduction to the jobs that people in the village had.

Stoney Creek Schoolhouse will be open for drop in tours on Saturday, April 20, May 18, June 15, 1:00-4:00pm 
with paid Museum admission or free for members!

by Michelle Dunham



Friday, Aril 5    1:00 - 3:00pm

April/May Programs
Register by email at rhmuseum@rochesterhills.org/
musprograms, or 248.656.4663

Enviromental Program
Antler Amble at Bloomer Park

Faith of our 
Fathers —
Rochester Hills
Community 
Church Tour!

Friday, Aril 29     9:00am - 3:00pm

Driven to Victory – World War II Event
The Pacific Theater of War

Friday, May 10
           
1pm     Lecture:          Prelude to War, Japanese Expansion
2:30     Lecture:          American Colonies & Pearl Harbor
5:30     Convoy into Rochester
 
Saturday, May 11
            
9:00     Gates Open-  All Exhibits Open
9:30     Lecture: Allied Garrisons & Japanese Conquest
10:30   Lecture: American War B29 History
11:30   Weapons Demonstration
11:45   Lecture:  Battle of Midway
12:00   First Public Battle
12:45   Lecture: Drive to Japan
2:00     Weapons Demonstration
2:30     Lecture: The Device
3:45     Second Public Battle
 4:00    Weapons Demonstration
 4:30    Gates Close

Register on the Museum website by April 13!  
www.rochesterhills.org/musprograms

$ 25 per person/Museum members $ 30 nonmembers    
(includes lunch)
 
9:00am            Meet at the University Presbyterian Church,
                        1385 S. Adams (south of Avon Road)              
3:00pm            Tour ends
 
Wear comfortable shoes and clothing respectful to a religious 
institution. Walking and stairs will be present at each location.
 
This tour will feature churches with a connection to Oakland 
University.   University Presbyterian Church property was 
once owned by Don Wilson, brother of Alfred Wilson whose 
Meadow Brook estate became Oakland University.  St. 
Luke’s Methodist  was bui lt  in 1964 and moved its 
congregation to the area to service Oakland University.  
St. John Fisher was built to serve Oakland University and 
its namesake harkens back to medieval England, and Five 
Points Community Church predates Oakland University and 
is named for its location at the intersection of five streets.

Saturday, May 4    1:00 - 4:00pm

Spring on the
Farm
Help build a barn, play on 
the Pioneer Playground, 
learn about chickens, other 
farm animals and more!

Playground provided by 
Friends of Dinosaur Hill, and barn building provided by 
Michigan Barn Preservation Network!

Members $ 4, nonmembers $7.  2 and under free

Friday, May 10     Saturday, May 11

Did you know that male deer lose their antlers every winter? 
Come and join us as we learn about this amazing natural 
cycle for deer. Guests will learn why deer lose their antlers, 
and how these antlers are used by other animals. This 
program will also include a fun hike through Bloomer Park’s 
trails. Guests are encouraged to wear sturdy shoes and to 
dress for the weather. Children 7 and up are welcome. The 
program is free for members of the Rochester Hills Museum. 
Non-members are $5 for adults, $3 for students, and seniors. 
To register call (248) 656-4663 or e-mail rhmuseum@
rochesterhills.org. Bloomer Park is located at 345 John R 
Road (1 mile north of Avon) in Rochester Hills.



please consider donating them to the Museum so we can 
preserve them for the future!

Another Rochester Connection
Pat McKay recently gave a 
lecture at the Rochester Hills 
Public Library on Rochester 
in the Civil War.  While look-
ing through our archives for 
supplemental material for his 
program, Pat came across an 
image that looked familiar.  
I t  w a s  a n  i m a g e  i n  t h e 
Illustrated Atlas of Oakland 
County (1896) of a bean grader manufactured by Frank 
A. and Edwin Miller right here in Rochester.  The image 
matched the bean grader that is on display in the Dairy 
Barn.  The connection was never made before because the 
wooden board where “Rochester, Mich” was painted had 
broken off before it was donated to us.   Come see it for 
yourself during our Open Hours!  A few other signs have 
been put up to explain some of the other farm equipment on 
display was well. 

From our Archives and Collections
by Danielle Ager

Thank you to those who responded to our first call for 
archival volunteers! Three new volunteers are working on 
digitizing our photography collection, cataloging artifacts, 
and helping to set up/maintain our exhibits.
      
New Donations!
We have already received a 
number of new donations in 
2013.  One is a donation of 
items from the Evan Williams’ 
estate, the son of the late local 
businesswoman and children’s 
literature expert Helen Southgate 
Williams.  The donation consists 
of professional and personal photographs of Helen S. 
Williams as well as some papers.  Volunteers and staff are 
processing the collection and it will soon be available for 
researchers.  We have also received a Woman’s Relief Corps 
cook book and a guide to Meadow Brook Hall.

If you have items pertaining to the history of Rochester and 
Rochester Hills or to the Taylor and Van Hoosen family 

Museum to host DIA Artwork
The Rochester Hills Museum is one of the locations for 
the 2013 Detroit Institute of Arts Inside/Out exhibit. A 
full-sized, framed reproduction of a work from the DIA’s 
permanent collection will be displayed at the 1848 Stoney 
Creek Schoolhouse from April – June.  Details of the 
artwork are listed below!  Come and enjoy a beautiful piece 
of artwork at a beautiful location! 

To our 21st-century eyes, this young woman in her cottage 
clothing gathering flowers may seem like she belongs to an 
earlier, simpler time. But even when it was painted, this image 
was a nostalgic view. Winslow Homer spent time on a real 
farm observing the industrialized, heavy machinery already 
common by the late 1800s, but chose to turn his eye—and 
ours—toward this romantic image of rural life

                   …at your DIA.

Local History Connection Side Note:
 
Dexter M. Ferry was owner of the D.M. Ferry and Company 
of Detroit, Michigan.  In 1902, they purchased 568 acres in 
s e c t ion  2 6  of  Avon  Tow n sh ip  (t o d ay  k now n  a s 
Rochester Hills and bounded by Rochester, Auburn, Hamlin, 
and John R Roads) for their seed breeding and stock seed 
farm.  They employed sixty-five men.  In 1944, the farm was 
sold to Howard McGregor of the Great Oaks Stock Farm 
who subsequently sold it for retail and housing development 
as part of the Hampton Housing complex, Target, Best Buy, 
and others. 

Credit Line: 
Gift of Dexter M. Ferry, Jr.

Dimensions Framed: 
29 ¼ x 22 ½ in.



“Volunteers don’t get paid, not 
because they are worthless, but 
because they are priceless.”
We are very grateful for the 
many valued volunteers that 
help continue to make this 
Museum such a valuable 
asset to our community. In 
2012, nearly 9,000 hours 
of volunteer service were 
logged here!  Wow!  Our 
attendance has continued to 
grow, in great part, due to the 
v o l u n t e e r s  w h o  h a v e 
supported us. They help 
w i t h  s p e c i a l  e v e n t s , 
educa t iona l  programs, 
main ta in  our  beaut i fu l 
gardens, operate our  membership program, build exhibits, 
welcome guests and more.

Please consider joining us as a volunteer to help us 
continue to grow.
Volunteer Opportunities
Greeter and Tour Guide:  
A Greeter – Tour Guide has the opportunity to meet very 
interesting people who drop in for many reasons.  Some say, 
“I have driven by here for years”, others are visiting from 
out of town, some are history lovers, and some guests come 
because their children visited on a field trip.  Sometimes, 
people bring artifacts and wonder if we have an interest in 
them and many have very interesting stories to share.

Training:  
• Museum staff will provide training and you will receive       
  an interpretive manual for our site.

Responsibilities:
• Greet guests
• Take admissions and run the cash register
• Provide tours for the Farmhouse and Red House
• Enjoy meeting interesting people
• Be available on Fridays or Saturdays, from 1:00-4:00pm.

Field Trip Educator:
The Rochester Hills Museum partners with the Rochester 
Community Schools to provide social studies field trips for 
students in grades K - 4 based on curriculum objectives.  
We are fortunate to have several retired teachers - Ginger 
Ketelsen, Ann Drake, and Marcia Mikula - share their 
time and talents with students and teachers as volunteers. 

We would love to have more help!  Retired teachers, aspir-
ing teachers, and anyone who enjoys helping students solve 
the mystery of history and learn to think like historians 
while using primary and secondary sources.

Dates and Times:
Mondays through Fridays from September through May.  
K –  2nd  grade  programs are  1  ½ hours  running 
9:30-11:00am or 12:30-2:00pm.

3 - 4 grade programs are 2 hours running 9:30-11:30 or 
12:00-2:00pm.

Camp Counselors:
High school students or college students who are interested 
in history or education are invited to join us for our Little 
House by the Creek and Little House in the Village Camps.

Dates and Times:
Little House by the Creek – June 27, July 18, August 1, 
August 8, 10:00am-3:00pm
Little House in the Village – August 26-29, 10:00am-3:00pm
Terrific Tuesdays in the Garden – Tuesdays all summer, 
10:00 – 11:00am and 12:30 – 2:00pm

These are parent-child garden programs for 3-5 year olds 
and 6-10 year olds.  A teen volunteer is needed to help with 
supplies and an extra set of hands to help with the little ones.

Spring on the Farm
May 4, 1:00-4:00
The Pioneer Playground provides old-fashioned fun for 
everyone!  Volunteers are needed to help with the old-fashioned 
chores and games.  

If you are interested in knowing more about our volunteer 
oppor tunit ies,  please contact Michele Dunham at 
248-841-2690 or dunhamm@rochesterhills.org.

Our Sponsors



Now is the time to become a member of the Rochester
Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm. As a Museum 
Member you will receive:
• Unlimited general admission to the:
    - 1840 Van Hoosen Farmhouse
    - 1850 Red House
    - 1927 Van Hoosen Dairy Barn
    - A Lively Town: The History of the Greater 
      Rochester Area 1817-1952 exhibit
    - Greater Rochester Area Community Hall of Fame
    - Well-designed and informative temporary exhibits
• Free or discounted admission to many special events,
  lectures and tours
• One-year subscription to the Museum Visitor newsletter
• Invitations to Member-only events and exhibit openings
• Pre-registration period for classes, lectures, and special
  events

 
NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE

EMAIL

Payment Method:  Amount $

VISA/MasterCard

CASH CHECK (Payable to Community Foundation of Greater Rochester) 

CARD #

NAME ON CARD 

EXP. DATE

3-DIGIT V-CODE

Individual Membership - $30 
Unlimited general admission for one adult

Individual Plus Membership - $40
Unlimited general admission for one adult and one guest

Family Membership - $50
Unlimited general admission for two adults and all children
under 18 (living at home)

Business Partnership - $250
Advertisement included in each issue of the Museum Visitor
newsletter and ten general admission passes

Membership fees are directed to the Museum Fund at the 
Community Foundation of Greater Rochester, and may qualify 
as a charitable contribution on your Federal Income Tax.

INDIVIDUAL - $30
3yrs. for only $75

FAMILY - $50
3yrs. for only $135

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY
INDIVIDUAL PLUS - $40 
3yrs. for only $105

BUSINESS PARTNER - $250

FAMILY
MEMBER
NAMES

10% discount on Museum purchases

Become A Member

Our Sponsors



Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm
1005 Van Hoosen Road
Rochester Hills, MI 48306

Because Appreciation of the Present is Enhanced by understanding the Past, the
Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm Interprets, Preserves and Collects the

History of the Greater Rochester Area for Present and Future Generations

     Museum Admission    Hours       Contact Information
Rochester Hills Museum

at Van Hoosen Farm
1005 Van Hoosen Road

Rochester Hills, MI 48306
Phone: 248.656.4663

Fax: 248.608.8198
Email: rhmuseum@rochesterhills.org

Fridays and Saturdays
1:00-4:00pm and 
by appointment 

Please check our website 
for details.

www.rochesterhills.org

     Members Are Free! 

Adults           $5.00

Senior Citizens    $3.00 (60 and over)

Students      $3.00 (Grades K-12)

“History Happened Here” – 
Start your family history with us!
The Rochester Hills Museum at Van Hoosen Farm is 
the perfect location for your wedding!

Our garden gazebo located along Stoney Creek and 
our 16 acres of beautiful gardens and grounds make 
the ideal backdrop for your outdoor ceremony and 
photographs. 

Indoor wedding ceremonies can take place in our 1840 
Van Hoosen Farmhouse. 

Receptions can take place in our maple and walnut tree 
grove alongside Stoney Creek, inside our 1927 Dairy 
Barn, or inside our newly-restored 1927 Calf Barn.

Please visit our website www.rochesterhills.org/museum 
or contact us at  248.656.4663 or by email  at 
rhmuseum@rochesterhills.org/musprograms for 
pricing and availability or to make an appointment to 
visit our site. 


