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Representing PAs in cardiac, thoracic, vascular, and 
surgical critical care in the AAPA House of Delegates is 
one of the privileges of my career. HOD is where PAs 
come together to decide how we relate to patients, 
society, and each other. As a specialty organization we 
have one vote on the house floor, however, our 
relationships with CTV PAs in other delegations as well 
as other specialty organizations enables APACVS to have 
a greater impact than our one vote would imply. 
Highlighted this year was the report on Title Change 
Investigation by the international marketing firm WPP. A 
Task Force on Surgical PA practice was created. Also, 
debated were several topics on governance which 
continues the conversation of how our community 
makes collective decisions. APACVS was recognized by 
the AAPA for expanding PA opportunities with an award 

for the Leadership Track which has been championed by APACVS Board Member at Large PA 
Bradford Ledzian, MHC, PA-C and PA Jeffrey Lamphere, MS, PA-C.   
 
The 2018 AAPA House of Delegates voted to hire a firm to evaluate potential titles for our 
profession as well as the legislative implications of such a change. This year we received an 
update on their work interviewing key stake holders and PAs about our profession. Past 
APACVS President PA Michael C. Doll, MPAS, PA-C is a member of the Advisory Council working 
with WPP as an expert advisor on the profession. 90% of PAs surveyed believed there was a 
disconnect between the title Physician Assistant and our actual role in healthcare. WPP clearly 
stated, “PAs have clear value in the healthcare system centering around access and improved 
economics.”. One surprising portion of their findings is the number of stakeholders who were 
not aware we have prescribing privileges. Moving forward WPP will begin to develop possible 
changes to our title along with research on how this effects our profession. They will provide 
their final report to the 2020 House of Delegates. This report will likely inspire a great deal of 
interest within the profession as we discern a pathway forward.  
 
PA Heather Redmond, MSHS, PA-C from the Ohio delegation has been in conversation with me 
and other leaders about creating a document describing PA surgical practice which would go on 
to be policy of AAPA.  Her work to bring APACVS, the American Association of Surgical PAs, PAs 
in Orthopedic Surgery, and the Society of Dermatology PAs together at one table to discuss our 
thoughts on her resolution was instrumental in providing unified testimony which resulted in a 
Task Force creation which will bring a document for review and debate in the 2020 HOD.   
 
AAPA is governed by a Board of Directors and House of Delegates. There were resolutions 
which discussed the relationship between the Board and the House. While there was vigorous 



debate, no significant change was made to the relationship.  The AAPA Governance Commission 
is charged with reviewing and providing guidance on best practice for governance.  The 
Commission is currently appointed by the AAPA President.  A Task Force was created to discuss 
possibilities for the future construction of the Governance Commission. 
 
The AAPA Constituent Relations Work Group recognized APACVS for the Leadership Track of 
our annual conference which has been championed by PAs Bradford Ledzian and Jeffrey 
Lamphere. The work was submitted for review and underwent competitive selection within the 
Wok Group which resulted in three awards being given. Key to this work is inviting other PA 
associations to share their expert knowledge in order to build strong PA leaders in our 
community. I was honored to represent the Association to share our ideas and accept the 
award.  
 
This meeting was the end of the Presidential term for AAPA President Dr. Jonathan Sobel, 
DMSc, MBA, PA-C. He is the first APACVS Past President to go on to hold this office. He had an 
active year working to decrease barriers to practice, listening to PA throughout the country, 
and representing our interests in Washington DC.  A notable highlight of the year was the 
national campaign marketing PAs which was undertaken by AAPA and NCCPA.  His work 
demonstrates the leadership possibilities for APACVS members.            
 
 
 
  
 


