
 

President’s Address 

Steve Gottesfeld, PA-C, our current President, welcomed attendees to the 37th Annual 
Educational Meeting of the APACVS. His talk centered on moving the organization into the 
future, based on what we’ve learned from the past. The past 37 years of the organization have 
produced an organization that is the clinical expertise of PAs in the specialty practices of 
cardiac, thoracic, and vascular surgery and critical care of those patients. That said, our name, 
and our logo, have been very cardiac surgery centered. Steve unveiled a re-imagined APACVS, 
with a new name (Association of Physician Assistants in Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery) 
and logo of the organization that retains the “APACVS” moniker while better encompassing the 
mission and sub-specialties of the organization. But, those are not the only changes on the 
horizon. Over the past few years, the content of our educational meetings has been modified to 
include tracks for thoracic surgery and critical care and you can expect more vascular content in 
the future. In addition to sub-specialty plenary sessions, more clinical content is also offered. 

Steve described “gutting” the organization and keeping those components that work, while 
adding and changing things that will make us more nimble and able to meet our member’s 
needs. The first major change involves the management of the organization. We have moved 
from a contracted, outside, organizational management model to having a salaried Executive 
Director that is responsible for the day-to-day management of the organization resulting in a 
more focused and responsive organization that is a better steward of the organization’s 
financial and operational health. 

Steve described an organization that should be THE repository for data that is generated by 
practicing CVTPAs. “We have always let others write the narrative about our specialty and, 
lately, these reports are not necessarily flattering. We should be the ones that write our story.” 
To that end, the Board of Directors will, over the next 24 months, implement changes to assist 
in this endeavor: 

 The procedure log application will undergo redevelopment 

 A peer-reviewed journal will be created to give CVTPAs a place to publish 

 On-line CME and residency content will be developed 

Finally, Steve talked about getting involved in the organization, encouraging members to 
volunteer for various Committees that keep the organization running. 

The APACVS Annual meeting continues through this Sunday with record numbers in 
attendance. 


