
 
 
Atrial Kick: We Are the People Your PA School Warned You About 
Opinion-Editorial by David J. Bunnell, MSHS, PA-C 
 
I recently read with incredulity an opinion piece in the journal of our profession that 
suggested that PA educators were dismayed that students were not choosing primary 
care specialties and suggested that perhaps it was a lack of altruism among our ranks.  1  
(I will wait for a second while you process that comment in your mind.)  The author 
immediately walked back the comment by suggesting the statement “[does] not serve 
the profession”.1   While I have included the reference for the article, you will notice 
that there is no reference provided for our purported selfishness because there is no 
such evidence for this ad hominem attack. 
 
I’m not interested in starting a war with our primary care practicing colleagues.  My wife 
practices Internal Medicine and my primary provider is a PA.  Their work is vital and so is 
ours.  I am interested in pushing back against the concept that there is a practice area 
that can claim some sort of moral high ground.  My mother waited six months for a 
Neurosurgery appointment in her rural Pennsylvania town after which she experienced 
significant relief.  I wish that more PAs were practicing Neurosurgery in her town so that 
her wait would have been shortened and her pain relieved more quickly.   
 
There is also the business of Optimal Team Practice that suggests that PAs are 
professionals who can be responsible for their actions.  This was a concept that was 
seen with considerable skepticism from the PA education community.  I am not here to 
litigate the argument again, only to point out that the PA education community and I 
seem to have different perspectives on modern PA practice.  
 
While I seem to be poking the PA education community in the eye, I am really seeking to 
establish a dialogue so that we may better understand and support each other.  There 
are more PA graduates every year and our world includes many who are underserved.  
Yes, they are underserved by primary care but also by all specialties as well.  I propose a 
vision where PAs will choose to practice in every aspect of medicine in all corners of the 
world to end health disparities. 
 
Other than to realize I have effectively painted a target on my back, what should 
specialty PAs make of my comments?  I hope that specialty PAs develop a dialogue with 
their local PA educators to improve their understanding of our tribe and to also better 



understand their perspectives so we can join forces to increase access to excellent care 
in all aspects of medicine and surgery.     
 
1. Will primary care be the PA profession's future?  Brock, Douglas M. PhD. 
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