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The PA concept has translated well into to other countries as have PAs who practice in our specialties.  

The APACVS Board of Directors brought the idea of including an international board member to the 

table.  Membership approved this change through a recent bylaws vote.  It was incumbent on the board 

to identify and vote for our first international member.  Future international board members will be 

elected by membership.  

PA Anitha Chandrasekhar from Chennai, India is an experienced clinician, well published, who serves as 

a leader in the Indian PA community.  She is the current Senior Vice President of the Indian Academy of 

PAs and was recently honored with the Best Cardiac Surgery PA in India award.  She has engaged with 

APACVS by speaking at our annual conference, becoming a JAPACVS editorial board member, and 

writing for CardioVISION.  She has already been in contact with the leaders in the Women in CTV Surgery 

group and looks forward to engaging further.  She was always an obvious first and best choice for this 

new initiative.  She was unanimously elected by the APACVS Board of Directors and I am honored to 

present her to membership as a dedicated leader in our community. 

I take the long view on most ideas and changes.  My hope is our engagement with the international PA 

community produces sharing of great ideas to make stronger PAs in the specialties everywhere so that 

our patients benefit.  I am looking for a true two-way conversation where we listen and learn.  We will 

see over time what the trees look like from the seeds we are planting today.     

It is also important to know PAs from all countries are welcome to join and enjoy the benefits of 

membership.  I look forward to walking with all of you as we grow together.   

 

 

 


