
 

 

PAs regulating PAs: The Need for Specialty PA Engagement 

In this ongoing series reviewing the AAPA Full Practice Authority and 

Responsibility (FPAR) Task Force proposals and considering how it 

would affect specialty PAs it is time to consider PA Boards.  The third 

proposal is to “Advocate for the establishment of autonomous state 

boards, with a voting membership comprised of a majority of PAs, to 

license, regulate, and discipline PAs.”.  It is common for PAs to be 

regulated by state medical boards with varying degrees of PA 

involvement in the process.  This is about PAs stepping up to take 

increased responsibility for the direction of our profession. 

The most significant way that I can see this running off the rails is if 

you do not engage with the process.  PAs in Cardiac, Thoracic, and 

Vascular specialties have the great strength that professionals are 

expected to practice at a high degree of autonomy managing complex patients to be effective.  The 

greatest weakness is that our work schedules can often be overwhelming making us feel like there is no 

room to engage in any other professional activity.  If these specialties do not develop a way to engage 

with these boards then we risk having a board that is regulating something that they don’t understand.    

I believe that PA state boards are vital for PAs to define practice.  APACVS can be a resource to these 

boards to ensure that their decisions are based on the reality of modern PA specialty practice.  APACVS 

can also act as a resource by identifying and building PA leaders in states who have a mature 

understanding of the specialty to engage with and to be members of these boards.  The risk of not 

engaging and developing strong understanding of these boards is that a board could inadvertently limit 

your practice.   

How does this start?  The AAPA FPAR Task Force is engaging with the PA community to generate a 

discussion and the AAPA House of Delegates will have an opportunity to debate these proposals.  

However, you do not need to wait for FPAR proposals to be enacted to engage in how your practice is 

defined.  Our profession progresses when we have thoughtful and knowledgeable PAs on the national, 

state, local, and practice levels that work to build stronger PAs and break down practice barriers.   

David is APACVS Treasurer and Chief Delegate to AAPA House of Delegates. He serves as Chair 
of the AAPA Research and Strategic Initiatives Commission. He practices at Washington DC VA 
Medical Center where he is Chair of the PA Professional Standards Board and serves as a 
member of the Veterans Integrated Service Network Region 5 Specialty Care Committee. Send 
your comments to him at djbunnell@yahoo.com.  


