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Part of the vision for the Journal of the APACVS is to develop a culture of scholarship within the 
association. This culture requires our community to develop expertise in areas that PAs can 
sometimes feel unprepared. One of these roles is that of peer reviewer.  These are the unsung 
professionals who go unacknowledged in the manuscript whose job is both act as quality 
control and to improve a manuscript.     
 
When a manuscript is sent to editor@japacvs.org then one of the editors will review and either 
accept or decline it for peer review.  The editors then chose peer reviewers who are experts in 
the subject matter.  The peer reviewers and authors are all blinded to each other’s identity.  
The peer reviewer reads the manuscript and provides suggestions to the editor to either 
“accept”, “reject”, or “revise and reconsider”.  The peer reviewer then provides feedback to the 
editor on specifics of what was good and what could be improved. This feedback is shared with 
the author. In general, two peer reviewers are chosen for each manuscript.  If there is 
difference in opinion then a third reviewer is recruited.   
 
The editor then provides the author with a decision letter which includes full feedback from the 
authors.  A blinded copy is also sent to peer reviewers so they know the decision as well as the 
blinded opinion of the other reviewer.   
 
What is not needed is a full copy editing by the reviewer.  In the publishing process the editors 
review the article letter-for-letter and comma-by-comma.  The editors are empowered to 
ensure the words flow smoothly without affecting the meaning of the manuscript.     
 
Personally, here is what is valued in a peer reviewer. 

1.  Individuals who are quickly responsive with their decision to accept a manuscript for 
review. 

2. Ability to provide an opinion within approximately a week. 
3. Expertise in their declared area of medicine or surgery. 
4. Ability to write clear and professional reviews that help the author genuinely 

understand how the paper could be better. 
5. Enthusiasm for creating a culture of scholarship which we will give to the future of 

APACVS as our legacy. 
 
Peer reviewers are chosen who are known to have expertise in the subject matter.  However, 
we may not know you.  We can fix that.  If you are interested in future engagement as a peer 
reviewer then please send your name, area of expertise, and best e-mail address to 
editor@japacvs.org and we will make a list of PA professionals who would like to expand their 
career by participating in our international journal.  After you have reviewed a paper there is no 
problem if you identify on your CV that you have been a peer reviewer for JAPACVS.   
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