
Certification for Point-of-Care Ultrasound (POCUS) Now Available                                                

 for Advanced Practice Providers 

Hospitals require providers to be credentialed in particular functions or procedures, i.e., they 

must fulfill certain requirements to be considered competent. Point-of-Care Ultrasound 

(POCUS) is considered by the American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP) to be a 

procedure, a separate entity that adds anatomic, functional, and physiologic information to the 

care of the patient not obtainable by inspection, palpation, auscultation, or other components of 

the physical examination. Competence as defined by ACEP includes recognizing indications 

and contraindications for the POCUS exam, knowledge of basic ultrasound physics, image 

acquisition, image interpretation, and integrating POCUS findings into individual patient care 

plans and management. 

There is one question that invariably arises at every POCUS course I’ve participated in since 

the first course I gave at the 2009 APACVS Annual Meeting. “How do I get credentialed”? 

One of the ways to assure approval for POCUS credentialing is through certification. Frankly, 

up until August of this year, a path to POCUS certification did not exist. Most providers attended 

a POCUS course and received a “certificate of completion” which is very different than 

certification. Certification in POCUS should provide a mechanism that validates knowledge and 

expertise that is of the highest quality, is transparent, and readily verifiable. 

The American Registry of Diagnostic Medical Sonographers (ARDMS) had been restructured to 

fall under an umbrella organization, Inteleos, to form a registry organization, the Alliance for 

Physician Certification & Advancement (APCA). The APCA houses the Point-Of-Care  

Ultrasound Academy, which is the new Clinical Certificate and Specialty Certification program in 

point-of-care ultrasound (POCUS). Until recently, it was only available to physicians. It is now 

open to Advanced Practice Providers. 

To learn more about the Point-Of-Care Ultrasound Academy Clinical Certificates and Specialty 

Certifications, please visit https://www.pocus.org. 
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