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I spend most of my time at APACVS conferences connecting with our members and vendors. I do it 
because I want to stay in touch with the reality of PA practice as lived by our members, I enjoy 
connecting with new and long time friends, and I want to be sure our international meeting is among 
the best events available. Here are some things I learned by listening.  

PAs love the online community that is being created on our social media channels. I was a part of a few 
first time in-person meetings of people who have known each other online for months and years.  

Individuals who own PA surgical staffing businesses like the idea of being able to bill insurers directly 
which is a pillar of the AAPA OTP initiative. Many have billing arrangements with physicians that takes 
away from their earned profits.  

Endoscopic vein harvesting was created in our community and continues to be a vital surgical procedure 
to improve outcomes and decreases morbidity for our patients. It is a competitive industry that 
continues to innovate.  

PAs are intrigued by JAPACVS which is a scholarly work where they can write their own chapters in the 
history of medicine and surgery.  

PAs who have made the decision to transition from one of our specialties have found homes in another 
one of our specialties based on the knowledge and skills they have obtained along with the people they 
have met at our conferences.  

PAs routinely utilize what they learned at APACVS to immediately impact patient care when they 
returned. One PA brought EVH back to her hospital, improved outcomes, and then received a 
prestigious award with a significant cash bonus.  

PAs are looking for ways to expand their careers to include business, leadership, and education 
opportunities. Industry is occasionally looking for PAs with our expertise to join their teams. Many 
industry leaders are PAs.   

PAs who view locum tenens as their preferred work appears to be expanding and organizations who 
place these professionals are never at a loss for potential work sites.  

New graduates and those expanding their skills to include a new specialty see the value of what they can 
learn and who they can meet.  

Some PAs are starting to see themselves as APACVS leaders of the future and are gaining the network 
and skills to turn the dream into a reality.   

Thanks to all who participated in this wildly successful conference.  


