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The Association of Professional Geoscientists of Ontario (APGO) is mandated through the 
Professional Geoscientist Act, 2000 (PGA) to serve and protect the public by regulating the 
practice of geoscience in Ontario.  Geoscience expertise provides quantitative evidence-based 
input to the characterization of soils, rocks, water, ecosystems, watersheds, and sites, as well as 
the identification of contamination or disturbances to ecosystems, and the proposal of mitigation 
strategies and remediation strategies.   

Conservation Authorities are often called upon to make decisions based on such geoscientific 
principles. The mandate of the APGO and the PGA in regulating the geoscience profession, 
therefore, has a direct relevance to Conservation Authorities and the Conservation Authorities Act 
(CAA) and we appreciate this opportunity to comment on the above referenced EBR posting. 

The APGO believes that science-based policy must be the cornerstone of any update to the 
Conservation Authorities Act to ensure both public confidence and public protection. To achieve 
that goal, APGO recommends that the updated Act include provisions to mandate the use of 
Qualified Persons (QPs) as defined in the PGA to fulfill requirements in the Act around application 
and permit approvals, reviews, or any other decisions that may impact the public.  

The use of QPs in the CAA will result in economic growth and efficiency being achieved in a way 
that protects the public and natural environment.  Experience has shown that Conservation 
Authorities who utilize QPs, either on staff or as consultants, increase efficiency and cost savings 
by reducing the need for costly and time-consuming Peer Reviews.  In addition, the use of QPs 
ensure the public is always protected through permitting and application decisions being based on 
science-based principals by experts accountable to a self-regulatory organization. 

APGO would appreciate the opportunity to meet to further discuss our proposal to protect the 
public through ensuring the inclusion of QPs in any update to the CAA. We look forward to the 



 

 

opportunity to work collaboratively with government on this important issue as the update to the 
CAA evolves. 

Sincerely, 
Tony Andrews 
CEO, Association of Professional Geoscientists of Ontario (APGO) 
 

 
 
Zen Keizars 
President, Association of Professional Geoscientists of Ontario (APGO) 
 

 


