
 
 

 
 

 
 

Ms. Deborah McCombe and Mr. Garth Kirkham 
Co-Chairs, CIM MRMR Committee 
Canadian Institute of Mining, Metallurgy and Petroleum (CIM) 
1250-3500 de Maisonneuve Boulevard W. 
Westmount, QC H3Z 3C1 
 
 

 
RE: Draft CIM Estimation of Mineral Resources and Mineral Reserves Best Practice Guidance     
        
    
The PGO Geology Subcommittee was tasked to review the above captioned document recently 
published by CIM.  The subcommittee reviewed the document with reference to the mandate of the 
PGO; that is, on the basis of the ethical and professional aspects involved with protection of the public 
and natural environment. In general the Geology Subcommittee found the technical content of the 
guideline to be comprehensive and our recommendation is to support the changes and updates which 
have been presented. However, we do have some comments and recommendations of a more specific 
nature as follows:  

 
• In the updated version, Section 1 (of the 2003 version) dealing with Qualified Persons (QPs) has 

been removed and the content dealing with qualification now exists as a minor part within the text. 
We recommend that this should be reinstated as its own Section and given the priority it deserves. 
The importance of QP’s in the writing and development of mineral resource and mineral reserve 
estimations is critical. In our opinion this information should be given the prominence it had before. 
  

• Within the Qualified Persons section, the necessity to stamp the document should also be 
addressed.  

 
• Section 6.1 should include a wider range of geoscience to include hydrogeology, structural geology, 

geomorphology and geotechnical.  
 

• The topics of peer review and quality controls on models which are given prominence in the 2003 
version have now been assimilated into Section 7.19 of the updated version. The topic of peer 
review should be afforded more prominence within the document given how essential this is to 
public confidence in reporting and disclosure for the mining and minerals sector. In addition, it is not 
uncommon to have multiple authors contributing to a variety of technical aspects of reports and 
peer review has an important role to play in establishing consistency and clarity. 
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• Section 7.6: The term ‘dilution’ may have secondary meaning when used in reference to non-
metallic deposits. A reference in the text to the CIM’s diamond and other commodity guidelines 
could be made to introduce some clarification in this respect. 

  
• Section 7.13.1. This Section refers to the location of a mine with respect to infrastructure 

requirements for mining projects and the effects on capital costs. We suggest that consideration 
also be given in this Section to the potential impact of new mining activities on existing 
infrastructure and lands used by the local public.  

We very much appreciate the opportunity to review and comment on the proposed CIM Estimation of 
Mineral Resources and Mineral Reserves Best Practice Guidance. Please don’t hesitate to contact us 
should you require any clarification on the points we have raised. 
 
 
 
Sincerely  

 
 
John McBride, Chair 
Geology Subcommittee 
Professional Geoscientists Ontario (PGO) 
 

 
 
Milan Situm, President 
Professional Geoscientists Ontario (PGO) 
 
 
cc: Tony Andrews, CEO 
 
 
  
 
 


