
 
 

 

State Energy Efficiency Appliance Standards Legislation Update 
Portable Electric Spa and Residential Pool Pump Energy Efficiency Standards  

At the beginning of the 2019 legislative session a large group of states introduced bills pertaining to 

energy efficiency for certain products sold or installed in the state to assure minimum efficiency 

performance levels.  By requiring minimum efficiencies, these bills will save consumers and businesses 

money on their utility bill at the same time reducing energy and water waste.  

These bills are based on model state legislation that PHTA has actively participated in for a number of 

years. The PHTA Government Relations Team, alongside the PHTA/IHTA Engineering Committee, have 

worked with the Appliance Standards Awareness Project to ensure the ANSI/APSP/ICC-14 Standard for 

portable electric spa energy efficiency was included. PHTA provided input to the bill sponsors regarding 

the edition of the standard chosen and effective date. Letters of support were then submitted 

requesting a committee move these important bills through the legislative process. 

In addition, where appropriate, PHTA worked to ensure legislation that included pool pumps recognized 

the federal Department of Energy standard going into effect July 19, 2021.  As well as review and watch 

for any other pool or spa products attempting to be included. 

Eight states and the District of Columbia filed energy efficiency appliance standard legislation. Although 

some bills failed, and some are still in progress, we are thrilled to announce that Washington and 

Colorado have both signed the following bills into law:      

Washington HB 1444: 

Requires that through December 31, 2019, portable electric spas manufactured on or after 

January 1, 2010, must continue to meet current state law requirements (which are specified in 

the California Code of Regulations, Title 20, section 1605.3 that were effective as of July 26, 

2009).  Beginning January 1, 2020, portable electric spas must meet the requirements of the 

American National Standard for portable electric spa energy efficiency (ANSI/APSP/ICC-14, 

2014).  Portable electric spas must also be tested in accordance with the ANSI/APSP/ICC-14  

(2014 edition) starting January 1, 2020.  

Also, HB 1444 requires that starting July 19, 2021 residential pool pumps meet requirements 

specified in the dedicated-purpose pool pump rule published by the United States Department 

of Energy (82 Fed. Reg. 5650) effective on May 18, 2017. Current law requires compliance with 

CA Title 20. 

http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2019-20/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1444-S2.SL.pdf


Colorado HB 1231:  

Requires that on or after January 1, 2021 portable electric spas must meet the requirements of 

the American National Standard for portable electric spa energy efficiency (ANSI/APSP/ICC-14).  

No edition of the standard is listed and PHTA expects the latest published edition to be what is 

required, which currently is the 2014 edition (although a 2019 edition is expected later this 

year).   

In addition to these two states, Vermont adopted the APSP-14 standard through its state appliance 

energy efficiency legislation signed into law during the 2018 session (House bill 410). Compliance with 

the APSP-14, 2014 edition, is required on July 1, 2020. 

Unfortunately, bills filed in Connecticut and Rhode Island failed to pass before session ended this year. 

Hawaii did pass energy efficiency appliance legislation but decided not to include portable spas in their 

law.  Illinois and Maine had legislation this year that included APSP-14, but the bills have been carried 

over for consideration in the 2020 session. 

Bills still in play during the 2019 legislative calendar are Massachusetts (HB 2832 and SB 1986) and the 

District of Columbia (Bill 204) – all would require APSP-14. 

The Washington and Connecticut legislation were the only two states that included pool pumps; this 

was due to both states passing legislation previously that required pool pumps to comply with CA Title 

20.  With DOE federal regulation set, states that previously required pool pumps to meet certain 

requirements will look to the federal rule as of July 19, 2021.  

In addition to state legislation, APSP-14 has been adopted through state and local building code 

adoption of the International Swimming Pool & Spa Code (ISPSC) and/or International Energy & 

Conservation Code (IECC). Watch for an upcoming document explaining the differences between state 

law and code adoption of APSP-14 along with a list of what is required currently in all 50 states and the 

District of Columbia. 

Send comments or questions to Jennifer Hatfield, jhatfield@phta.org.   

https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/2019a_1231_signed.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2832
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S1986
http://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B23-0204
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/05/26/2017-10868/energy-conservation-program-energy-conservation-standards-for-dedicated-purpose-pool-pumps
mailto:jhatfield@phta.org

