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Government Relations Update 

Week of 4/27/2020 

 

COVID-19 Developments: 

PHTA continues monitoring the global situation caused by the outbreak and spread of COVID-19.  We 

continue to monitor action being taken by the Trump administration and the COVID-19 Task Force, 

Congress, State and Local Governments. Last week, PHTA began to see some positive developments for 

the industry in Pennsylvania and Michigan where strict Stay-At-Home Orders have been issued and our 

industry had not been considered essential by those interpreting or enforcing the Order. More 

information on progress in your state can be seen here: https://www.phtacoronaupdate.com/state-and-

local-government-information/. A recap of these efforts are as follows:  

 Pennsylvania:  

On April 23, Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf issued guidance for all construction businesses 

and employees, in response to announcing construction in the Commonwealth may resume 

May 1. This guidance for new construction, renovation and repair work, must be followed in 

accordance with the Secretary of Health’s Order issued on April 15. The guidance stemmed 

from an amendment to the Governor’s original Order, which allows for private and public 

construction to resume in the state on Friday, May 1. See the Governor’s Press Release here.  

 

 Michigan:  

On April 24, 2020 Governor Whitmer issued a press release and a new Order that extended 

Michigan’s “Stay Home, Stay Safe” order through May 15. The new Order lifted some 

restrictions on outdoor activities and allows some workers who previously were not allowed to 

work, to resume activities. This order took effect immediately. Section 10 of the Order permits 

resumption of activity by: 
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 (a) Workers who process or fulfill remote orders for goods for delivery or curbside pick-
up. 
 

 (d) Maintenance workers and groundskeepers who are necessary to maintain the safety 
and sanitation of places of outdoor recreation not otherwise closed under Executive 
Order 2020-43 or any order that may follow from it, provided that the places and their 
workers do not provide goods, equipment, supplies, or services to individuals, and 
subject to the enhanced social-distancing rules described in section 11(h) of this order. 

PHTA has been working tirelessly with the PHTA Michigan Chapter and additional members. The 

combined efforts led to obtaining additional clarification from the Governor’s office in direct 

response to an inquiry concerning the pool and hot tub industry: “Pursuant to Executive Order 

2020-42 the business is considered essential if the work is necessary to maintaining the safety, 

sanitation, and essential operation of residences.” 

PHTA believes this order will:  

1. Allow retail stores to operate via delivery or curbside pick-up, and  

2. permit service companies to resume maintenance (and opening) of pools and hot tubs. 

All businesses must adhere Section 11(h) of the new Order, which provides:  

(h.) For businesses and operations whose in-person work is permitted under sections 10(c) through 

10(e) of this order, the following additional measures must also be taken:  

 Barring gatherings of any size in which people cannot maintain six feet of distance from one 

another. 

 Limiting in-person interaction with clients and patrons to the maximum extent possible and 

barring any such interaction in which people cannot maintain six feet of distance from one 

another. 

 Providing personal protective equipment such as gloves, goggles, face shields, and face masks as 

appropriate for the activity being performed. 

 Adopting protocols to limit the sharing of tools and equipment to the maximum extent possible 

and to ensure frequent and thorough cleaning of tools, equipment, and frequently touched 

surfaces. 

 
In addition, the new order requires that as of April 26, 2020, at 11:59 p.m. “All businesses and 

operations whose workers perform in-person work must, at a minimum, provide non-medical 

grade face coverings to their workers.”  

On April 26, Attorney General Dana Nessel issued a press release addressing the shortage of 

face masks/coverings that businesses need to resume operation and comply with the 
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Governor’s Order. She is requesting law enforcement officials throughout the state to consider 

the “good faith efforts of businesses that have tried, but have been unsuccessful in obtaining 

appropriate face coverings…” 

 

PHTA recommends that members download a copy of the Governor’s new Order and Press 

Release, as well as the blast email PHTA sent to Michigan members, to have at their place of 

business and in their trucks. Additional resources on why maintaining pools and hot tubs is 

essential can be found and at https://www.phtacoronaupdate.com. 

 
 

Guidance for Health Departments and Public Pool Operators:  

 Additionally, PHTA recently partnered with the National Environmental Health Association 

(NEHA) and National Drowning Prevention Alliance (NDPA) to issue guidance for local health 

departments, state officials and consumers on the importance of maintaining pools and hot 

tubs. You can see the three fliers we compiled here: 

 Maintaining Public Aquatic Facilities  

 Maintaining your Pool and Hot Tub 

 If Pools and Hot Tubs Aren’t Essential Visual 
 

Federal Developments:  

WASHINGTON — U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven T. Mnuchin and Administrator of the Small Business 

Administration (SBA) Jovita Carranza issued the following statement today on the resumption of the 

Payroll Protection Program (PPP): 

“We are pleased that President Trump has signed into law the Paycheck Protection Program and Health 

Care Enhancement Act, which provides critical additional funding for American workers and small 

businesses affected by the coronavirus pandemic.  We want to thank Leader McConnell, Leader 

Schumer, Speaker Pelosi, and Leader McCarthy for working with us on a bipartisan basis to ensure that 

the Paycheck Protection Program is funded so that small businesses can keep hardworking Americans on 

the payroll. 

“The Small Business Administration will resume accepting PPP loan applications on Monday, April 27 at 

10:30AM EDT from approved lenders on behalf of any eligible borrower.  This will ensure that SBA has 

properly coded the system to account for changes made by the legislation. 

“The PPP has supported more than 1.66 million small businesses and protected over 30 million jobs for 

hardworking Americans.  With the additional funds appropriated by Congress, tens of millions of 

additional workers will benefit from this critical relief. 
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“We encourage all approved lenders to process loan applications previously submitted by eligible 

borrowers and disburse funds expeditiously.  All eligible borrowers who need these funds should work 

with an approved lender to apply.  Borrowers should carefully review PPP regulations and guidance and 

the certifications required to obtain a loan. 

“The Trump Administration is fully committed to ensuring that America’s workers and small businesses 

continue to get the resources they need to get through this challenging time.” 

 

Legislative, Regulatory, and Local Developments: 

States throughout the country continue to cope with the impact of COVID-19. Many measures from this 

session have failed or have been suspended until next session due to the virus.  

 States that have adjourned sine die include:  

WA, OR, ID, SD, NM, WY, IN, FL, WV, MD, CT, and ME. 

 States actively meeting include:  

MO, AR, KY, MI, OH, PA, NJ, VT, and MA 

 All other states are either in special session or have adjourned, suspended, or postponed their 

session due to COVID-19.  

 Several states and the District of Columbia have outlined measures to reopen their state’s 

economy. 

 

Legislation: 

 Florida Adjourns for the Year: The 2020 Florida Legislative session was slated to end on Friday, 

March 13 but was extended a week to finalize the state budget as COVID-19 considerations 

required further deliberation. The Legislature ended all other work late on the 13th, with the 

budget the only item they would return for a week later, amid the growing pandemic. See our 

Florida recap from Jennifer Hatfield, PHTA Director of Government Affairs here.  

 

 District of Columbia: Mayor Muriel Bowser (D) announced the leadership of the ReOpen DC 

Advisory Group. The Advisory Group will deliver a ReOpenDC Plan to the Mayor that proposes 

how to ReOpenDC toward its values and priorities, recommends deployment of the best 

approaches and innovations from DC residents and from around country and globe, and 

proposes a phased reopening with mitigation guidelines by sector to ensure a safe and 

responsive process. 

 

 Illinois: Governor JB Pritzker (D) announced that he would modify the stay at home order 

(Executive Order 2020-10).  Non-essential retail stores may open for delivery or pickup. 
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Greenhouses, garden centers and nurseries may re-open as essential businesses. Essential 

businesses and manufacturers must provide face coverings to employees who cannot adhere to 

proper social distancing protocols and must follow requirements to maximize social distancing. 

Hospitals and surgi-centers may begin non-life-threatening surgeries. These modifications will 

go into effect May 1. 

 

Regulation:  

 Utah: UT Department of Health proposed rule: Design, Construction and Operation of Public 

Pools. The Department proposed amendments to the rule updating the design, construction, 

and operation standards for public pools and spas. The amendments clarify language concerning 

the interlocking of chemical feed pumps. Specifically, the amendments add a requirement for 

chemical feed systems to include two layers of interlocking protection for a low or no flow 

condition, so that the operation of the feeders depends on the operational flow of the main 

circulation system.  

The interlocking must be accomplished through an electrical interlock interface,  

consisting of: 

1. A flow meter or flow switch at the chemical controller and  

2. Chemical feeders wired electrically to the circulation system. Requests for a hearing are due 

4/30/2020. Comments are due 7/1/2020. 

PHTA is working with Utah members to inquire further about this and determine what steps are 

needed. If interested in getting involved, please contact Brendan Scanland. 

 

Local: 

 Annapolis, Maryland:  

The Annapolis City Council will meet on April 27th to consider a Resolution relating to Swimming 

Pool Fees - For the purpose of specifying the fees that will be charged for use of the new City of 

Annapolis swimming pool; and setting an effective date.  

 

 Alturas, California:  

On April 21st, 2020, the City Council discussed if the City will be able to operate the swimming 

pool for the season due to COVID-19 safety procedures and restrictions. 
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