
 

 

 

 

 

PHTA Government Relations Update 
4/7/2020 

Nine states are actively meeting this week: Alaska, Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, New 
Jersey, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Vermont, and the District of Columbia. 25 
states have suspended their legislative session or adjourned early. For a full list, click here. 
States which are still actively meeting, are doing so virtually. Some states, like Arkansas, met in 
event arenas/stadiums to conduct business related to emergency COVID-19 measures. 

Legislation with movement: 

Pennsylvania SB 1099: This measure pertains to minimum energy and water efficiency 
standards. This bill requires the 2019 APSP-14 Standard for Portable Electric Spa Energy 
Efficiency as the minimum standard for portable electric spas in PA on and after January 1, 
2022. The measure does not apply to: (A) New products manufactured in Pennsylvania and sold 
outside Pennsylvania; (B) New products manufactured outside Pennsylvania and sold at 
wholesale inside Pennsylvania for final retail sale and installation outside Pennsylvania; (C) 
Products installed in mobile manufactured homes at time of construction; (D) Products 
designed expressly for installation and use in recreational vehicles. 

Utah HB 29: This measure includes a swimming pool and spa code under the definition of 
"construction code" in the State Construction and Fire Codes Act. The measure also adds the 
residential provisions of the 2018 edition of the International Swimming Pool and Spa Code 
(ISPSC) to Statewide Amendments Incorporated as Part of State Construction Code and Local 
Amendments Incorporated as Part of State Construction Code. This measure was enacted 
without Governor Herbert’s signature and will take effect July 1, 2020. 

Regulation with movement: 

California Energy Commission Proposed Rule: Pool Pump Motors. The Commission has 
proposed amendments impacting dedicated-purpose pool pump motors, replacement 
dedicated-purpose pool pump motors and portable electric spas. Though portable electric spas 
are mentioned in these amendments, they will not be affected by these proposed 
requirements. The amendments are intended to update the energy efficiency rules for pool 
pump motors. The notice of proposed action and language additions to the appliance efficiency 
rules and can be found here.  



PHTA has concerns with the current proposed rule and will be submitting written comments, as 
well as attending the April 7 hearing. PHTA members who have questions, would like to provide 
input, or are interested in participating are encouraged to contact Jennifer Hatfield at 
jhatfield@phta.org  

WA Department of Labor and Industries proposed rules: Electrical Safety Standards. The 
Department proposed amendments to make changes to the 2020 NEC safety codes, update and 
clarify existing rules, and make housekeeping and other rule changes. More specifically, the 
amendments adopt stakeholder proposals such as the scope of work for HVAC/refrigeration 
specialty electricians to allow the replacement of an HVAC unit and flexible supply whip using 
the same size conductors. The amendments make changes to licensing and training of 
electricians amongst other administrative changes. PHTA has been actively working with 
members to promote a specialty license for electricians who service pools and spas. Currently, 
pool/spa professionals often have to become a 02 residential electrician OR contract a 
residential electrician to do all electric work for pools and spas.  

The hearing to discuss the proposed rule will be held via phone on April 9 at 10:00 AM PDT. 
Details here (Verbal comments are also being received according to this link): 
https://lni.wa.gov/rulemaking-activity/AO19-22/1922NoticeTelephoneConference.pdf and 
written comments are accepted until April 16. 

 


