
 

 

 

Attention to Those Doing Business in North Carolina: We Need Your Help! 

The North Carolina Department of Insurance, Building Code Council  
proposed amendments to the state building code and electric code 

The Council proposed amendments to the state building codes, including the electric code. One of the 
changes to the 2017 electric code specifies that Section 680.26(B)(2)(b), which allows for a copper wire 
alternative to the copper grid bonding requirement, shall only be permitted for aboveground pools and 
NOT INGROUND POOLS. This would require inground pools to use the copper grid requirements found 
under Section 680.26(B)(1)(b) when meeting the bonding requirements found in Article 680 of the 
National Electric Code. 

 

What Do the Proposed Amendments Mean?  

Currently, the NEC allows the single wire alternative to the copper grid for both inground and 
aboveground pools. These proposed changes would eliminate the single wire option and leave only the 
grid option. 

What You Can Do 
There will be a public hearing held on Tuesday, March 10, 2020 at 9:00 AM at the Washington Civic 
Center: 110 Gladden Street, Washington, NC 27889 in the Pamlico Ballroom. PHTA members are 
encouraged to attend this hearing AND submit comments to the address below. We would encourage 
you to let us know if you plan to attend and coordinate with us! Stakeholder feedback from PHTA 
members can prevent these proposed rules from having a costly impact on your business. PHTA 
encourages you to include any in comments the following information: 

The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Code Panel 17, which reviews all proposals to Article 
680, addressing pools and spas, has consistently rejected that a bonding grid is the sole solution. In fact, 
they have done so for the last 10 years. The single wire option has been in use for over 50 years with no 
reported incidences and needs to remain a viable option for safety. Code Panel 17 has repeatedly voted 
to maintain the single wire option for all pools. 

The panel disagrees that a copper bonding grid is justified for perimeter bonding to the exclusion of all 
other technologies. The panel has performed an extensive review, including commissioning a study, and 
has seen no definitive information demonstrating that the current alternate means is unsafe or results in 
a demonstrated hazard of death or injury. Further, the panel has seen no evidence of incidents resulting 
in death or injury attributable to use of the alternate bonding means. 



(Your Company) company encourages the Board to reconsider this amendment to Article 
680.26(B)(2)(b) that would only allow aboveground pools to continue to use the copper wire option.  

To summarize, the recent test data submitted for review did not prove that the single wire option used 
for both inground and aboveground pools was bad or hazardous. It is worth reiterating that this 
proposal of a bonding grid being the only option, has been rejected consistently for a decade. Studies 
and research have been conducted by the NFPA Code Panel 17 and have not found conclusive evidence 
to show the current means is unsafe or can result in death or injury. 

Written comments on the proposed rule and any potential fiscal impact will be accepted before the 
April 17, 2020 deadline. Letters can be submitted to: 

Cliff Isaac 
Secretary, NC Building Code Council  
NC Department of Insurance 
1202 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1202 
 

Questions? 
For more information, email PHTA Government Relations Manager, Brendan Scanland.  

 


