
Change summary of the 2017 National Electrical Code® 
Article 680----Swimming Pools, Spas, Hot Tubs, Fountains, and Similar Installations. 

Every 3 years the National Electrical code (NEC®) is modified and expanded with input from the residential, 

commercial and industrial sectors.  More than 4,000 public inputs and 1,500 comments went into the 2017 

edition of the Code. Hundreds of updates and five all-new articles set the foundation for electrical safety not 

just in the united states but around the world. 

680.2 Definitions.  

A new definition for “electrically powered pool lift” was added and the definition for storable pools (and other 

storable features) was revised. 

680.4 Approval of Equipment.  

A new rule requires electrical equipment associated with pools to be listed.  

680.7 Grounding and Bonding Terminals.  

Grounding and bonding terminals now have specific location-driven requirements.  

680.11 Underground Wiring.  

The cover (burial depth) requirements for pools and similar installations are now no different than those for 

other installations.  

680.12 Equipment Rooms and Pits.  

A reminder that pools and similar installations are in corrosive environments was added. 

680.14 Corrosive Environment.  

A new section provides the requirements for equipment subject to corrosion.  

680.21 Motors.  

The allowable methods for wiring a pool motor have been greatly simplified.  

680.22 Lighting, Receptacles, and Equipment.  

The requirements for receptacles supplying circulation pumps were lessened, and new provisions for “low-

voltage gas fired” equipment were added. 680.23 Underwater Luminaires. Some unenforceable language 

about GFCI protection has been removed, and the allowable wiring methods for underwater luminaires have 

been simplified.  

680.25 Feeders.  

The wiring methods for feeders supplying pools and similar installations were changed into a reasonable 

requirement.  

680.26 Equipotential Bonding.  

Changes to the bonding requirements of perimeter surfaces (decking) were made for accuracy and logic.  

680.28 Gas-Fired Water Heaters.  

New GFCI provisions for gas-fired water heaters were added.  

680.42 Outdoor Installations.  

The rules for the interior wiring supplying outdoor spas and hot tubs were simplified.  

680.74 Equipotential Bonding. The rules for bonding hydro-massage tubs have been revised, again.  

680.80 General.  

A new Part VIII, covering electrically powered pool lifts, was added to this article. 
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