
SB 442 (Newman, Dem-Brea) Swimming Pool Safety  
Under the existing Swimming Pool Safety Act, upon the issuance of a building permit for construction of 
a new swimming pool or spa, or the remodeling of an existing pool or spa, at a private, single-family 
home, the pool or spa is required to be equipped with at least one of seven drowning prevention safety 
features. SB 442 authored by Senator Josh Newman (D-Brea) requires, when a building permit is issued, 
that the pool or spa be equipped with at least two of seven drowning prevention safety features.  
 
The seven criteria include (1) removable mesh fencing along with a gate that is self-closing; (2) an 
approved safety pool cover; (3) exit alarms on the home’s doors that provide access to the swimming 
pool or spa; (4) a self-closing, self-latching device with a release mechanism placed no lower than 54 
inches above the floor on the home’s doors providing direct access to the swimming pool; (5) an alarm 
that, when placed in pools, will sound upon detection of accidental or unauthorized entrance into the 
water; (6) a swimming protection alarm feature designed for individual use, such as including an alarm 
attached to a child that sounds when the child exceeds a certain distance or becomes submerged in 
water; and, (7) other means of protection, if the degree of protection afforded is equal to or greater 
than that afforded by any of the features set forth above. 
 
Despite Governor Jerry Brown vetoing similar legislation last year, finding that nothing prevents a 
homeowner from adding as many additional safety features as they desire to their own pool as the 
choice on how to protect children is best left to the parents, pool safety advocates are reattempting the 
effort. Given the lack of egregious provisions and the harmful appearance of opposing child safety 
legislation that is inclined to pass the Legislature, CPSA submitted a letter in support. SB 442 passed the 
Senate Housing Committee by a vote of 12 to 0 on April 18. 
 


