
 

 

  

About TJ Thompson: 
 

Growing Up:  

I was born in Austin, TX and raised in a suburb called Lake Travis about 30 min from downtown Austin. 

Growing up in the hill country of Texas, I spent a lot of time outside hunting, fishing, wakeboarding and 

playing a lot of football.  

Being a second-generation builder, began in 1982 when my father Hank Thompson started Cascade 

Custom Pools. At that time, Austin was a funky sleepy little town that mostly considered it to be a 

college town. The early years of the business weren’t easy. Lack of work made it tough. In the early 90s, 

Austin started to take off and hasn’t looked back.  

When I was about 12 or 13 years old, I started my career in the pool industry helping in my father in 

many jobs including: as a plumber, gluing pipe and making trips to the truck to grab fittings. After the 

first summer of working hot days in the Texas heat, I told myself I wouldn’t be following in my father's 

footsteps. When I graduated from high school, I wanted to get as far away as possible from the family 

business. I promptly moved to Colorado to attend a junior college and spend many days skiing. After a 

year and a half, I moved back to Texas to attend Texas State University.  

 

My Second Act:  

In 2006, I came across this 3D software that was specifically for pool design. This software really 

impressed me and influenced me to learn it. I quickly took courses using this software and was 

mentored by my father to make sure my designed weren’t only beautiful but were functional. At this 

same time, a friend’s local band started taking off and signed a record deal. Knowing that I had a love of 

music and a family connection to country music, they asked me to be their tour manager. It was a great 

opportunity to travel the country, spend quality time with my friends and get paid. While on tour, I 

began honing my pool design skills and was an active contributor to many jobs. After two years on the 

road, I left the music scene to pursue my love of pool building and design.    

 

Venturing back into the industry was a natural fit. I started working as a project manager and would 

work on all aspects of pool building and design. To build my skill set, I took several years of education 

courses through Genesis. Today, I actively seek out ways that I can grow and those that I supervise can 

grow both personally and professionally to make our business and the industry better.   

 

Today’s Involvement Matters:  

Being actively involved with the WAVE Network has expanded my contacts, my industry knowledge and 

my ability to connect with other like-minded industry professionals. Networking with others is extremely 

important to our business and professional success. Being involved in APSP has given us broader 

connections and have brought to us great ideas and construction practices that people in our local 

market weren’t providing or even aware of. In the past eight years, we have expanded our business and 



won numerous awards. As I continue to build my family’s business, I look forward to expanding the 

WAVE Network and the industry.   

 


