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 In addition to the knowledge necessary to begin my cytotechnologist career, I have 

learned various lessons throughout my graduate career. At the beginning of my collegiate career, 

I heard frequently that we were beginning our professional lives, and that it would now be the 

time for us to start developing and growing. I assumed I understood these words, and continued 

to think little of them. But now, in reflection, I realize that I, in fact, had little understanding of 

what being a professional means. 

 Then, I understood that to be successful the technical skills must be learned and mastered 

before I could embark on any career. But now I see that there is far more to it. Being a 

professional requires everyday vigilance. It requires a commitment to constantly, with the best of 

your ability, strive to achieve not only correct, but timely results. It requires ethically committing 

to every aspect of your professional life, because everything you do affects others. Failing to 

thoroughly understand material, understand practices, and understand the reasons for seemingly 

tedious tasks, is an enormous risk to not only yourself, but other individuals. How could one 

expect an employer to risk taking on an employee who does not understand this?  

 Another lesson I learned is that professionalism is also a presentation. It is a presentation 

that you are a punctual, trustworthy, and adept professional. Everything you do sends a message; 

and as a professional you must shape this message into something desirable. Then, and only then, 

can you expect to achieve and grow in your career. Arriving late to work with an unkempt and 

hurried appearance will never impress superiors and will remove you from their minds when 

decisions for future promotions and career improvements are being made. 



 These are the most important lessons I learned as a professional, and with them I hope to 

arm myself and grow as I begin my career. Constantly striving to achieve excellence in every 

professional aspect will not only boost my career, but help me succeed in all my goals. 


