
 
ASD’s New Year’s Update 
 
As 2013 comes to an end and we get ready to embark on a new year, I would like to 
wish you and your families the best year yet for a happy, healthy, and prosperous 
2014.  
 
I wanted to take a moment though to update you on what we have been doing to 
make the ASD better at being the top advocate for you in the field of sports 
dentistry.  The ASD Board has been quite busy over the last 5 months.  
 
Let me first say that I hope that you had a chance to attend our symposium in 
Philadelphia. It provided an awesome lineup of topics and speakers including the 
Team Dentist Course. I can tell you that we have had a significant outpouring of 
comments that it was one of the best meetings ever put on by the ASD.  
 
I would also like to let you know that Andrew Arriola, our 2014 Symposium Chair 
has been working on our next symposium this June in San Diego and it is shaping up 
to be another outstanding one. Because of popular demand, and the potential need 
that accreditation would be a good thing, we have decided to have another Team 
Dentist course prior to the symposium. Steve Mills, who has done so well with the 
other Team Dentist courses, has graciously agreed to chair it again.  In addition, 
Brett Dorney has agreed to put on another Mouthguard workshop like last year’s to 
give all attendees ample time to fabricate pressure laminated mouthguards and take 
them home to show their patients and athletes. This year’s symposium will be held 
in San Diego on June 19-21, 2014, with the Team Dentist program on June 19th. 
 
We have continued to expand the USA Olympic/ASD Affiliation. There have been 
several ASD dentists that have provided services to our TEAM USA athletes along 
with helping to fabricate custom pressure laminated mouthguards for them. There 
have been some outstanding comments from the athletes and we thank all those 
involved. As more of the athletes become involved, there will be more opportunities 
for all of you to be a “Part of the Team Behind the Team.” 
 
Jeff Lloyd is leading up the information and discussion section of the web site. We 
want to utilize the web site as a clearinghouse for information and best practices. 
Your board is hoping for it to be the go-to place for information on all aspects of 
sports dentistry. If you have a question or are looking for information go to the web 
site to ask and get the answers.  
 



We recently assisted the ADAA in updating their Sports Dentistry program. This 
program is designed to provide continuing education for dental assistants. So if 
there is one of your dental assistants that needs certification or needs continuing 
education have her take the program. It will provide up to date information on 
sports dentistry.  
Danette McNew has been busy with their committee helping to establish student 
research projects in sports dentistry. We hope to have the winners present their 
research projects at our upcoming symposiums. In addition, Danette has been a 
significant asset in helping us go through the process of trademarking our logo. 
 
Paul Nativi has been in preliminary discussion with David Sadler, NATA’s Executive 
Director. Early discussions have been positive. Our hope is to be able to establish an 
affiliation with NATA that if any team need a qualified sports dentist that we may be 
able to offer an ASD dentist who might be available to help out. Our hope is that it 
would be a win-win for all involved and would open up new opportunities for ASD 
dentists to become Team Dentists to high school, college, and professional teams. 
 
There have been a number of other projects in the pipeline, but unfortunately I am 
out of room to discuss them here. Go to our web site to see what is happening or 
email Shelly or myself anytime.  
 
We are very excited about what we are doing for our members. Our goal is to help 
all of our members be better sports dentists and do whatever we can to add value to 
their memberships in the Academy for Sports Dentistry. 
 
Rick Knowlton DMD, MAGD 
ASD President 2013-14 
 
 
 
 
 
 


