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Deerfield, IL — The creation, care and nurturing of academic startups is a high profile component of 
technology transfer. The Association of University Technology Managers (AUTM) will highlight this important 
aspect of the profession by hosting a business plan competition during the AUTM Venture Forum held Friday, 
March 1, 9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. during the AUTM 2013 Annual Meeting, Feb. 27 – March 2 in San Antonio, 
Texas. 
 
Thirty companies entered the competition, and four finalists were selected to pitch their startups to a group of 
venture capitalists for a $10,000 Grand Prize. 
 
The finalists are: 

 BioReplicon, based on technology arising from The University of Texas at Austin and Gang-Gung 
University 

 Iowa Approach LLC, based on technology arising from University of Iowa 

 RETECTIX, LLC, based on technology arising from Washington University in St. Louis 

 VitaThreads, LLC, based on technology arising from Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
   

"We were impressed by the quality of companies represented in this year's competition, and we're thrilled to 
provide a high profile platform to showcase these exciting companies that are born from academic research," 
says Stephen Susalka, AUTM's Assistant Vice President for Annual Meeting. "The AUTM Annual Meeting is 
the largest gathering of academic technology commercialization professionals under one roof, and is a unique 
opportunity for venture capitalists to access the latest academic breakthroughs ripe for investment" adds 
Susalka. 
 
The AUTM 2013 Venture Forum will provide attendees an opportunity to hear from and interact with some of 
the top institutional and corporate venture investors in the country. The AUTM Venture Forum will consist of 
two events: a venture capital (VC) panel discussion and a business plan competition. The VC panel will include 
a moderated question-and-answer session that will help academic institutions and their affiliated new ventures 
understand the venture capital perspective and more effectively work together to build value in our university-
affiliated technology companies. Immediately following, the same panel of seasoned venture investors will 
judge the business plan competition. The AUTM Business Plan Competition judges are: 
 
Douglas D. French, Managing Director, Santé Ventures  
Danny Janiak, Associate, DFJ Mercury  
Kyparissia Sirinakis, Managing Partner, Rock Spring Ventures  
S. Edward Torres, Managing Director, Lilly Ventures 
 
For more information or to arrange an interview with AUTM, contact Jodi Talley at +1-847-559-0846 or 
jtalley@autm.net. 
 
 

 

# # # 
About AUTM 

The Association of University Technology Managers is a nonprofit organization with an international membership of more than 3,000 

technology managers and business executives. AUTM members — managers of intellectual property, one of the most active growth 

sectors of the global economy — come from more than 300 universities, research institutions and teaching hospitals as well as 

numerous businesses and government organizations. 
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