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Arizona Nurses Association (AzNA) cheers pulling of American 
Health Care Act, asks Congress to abandon reckless reform 

 

Statement by AzNA Executive Director Robin Schaeffer and Board President Carol Stevens 

Phoenix, AZ –  “Nurses are used to fighting for our patients, and that’s what the Arizona Nurses 
Association (AzNA) is doing today by opposing the American Health Care Act. We urge our 
federal representatives to abandon this damaging legislation, and will be watchful in case new 
iterations emerge that would similarly impact public health. 
 
“As drafted, the human impacts of this bill would be devastating. Nationally, an estimated 24 

million Americans would lose coverage in the coming decade, according to the non-partisan 

Congressional Budget Office. Arizona’s own Medicaid system projects as many as 383,000 

enrollees in our state would fall off the rolls by Fiscal Year 2023. Overall, estimates suggest this 

legislation would result in up to 600,000 Arizonans losing health coverage in the coming years. 

These are real people facing real calamity in the event they lose regular access to medical care. 

“Ensuring access to quality care is exactly why, in 2013, AzNA and a bipartisan coalition of 

leaders representing healthcare, business, veterans, 1st responders, the faith community and 

more joined forces to support an extension of Medicaid to more Arizonans in need. Our program 

is among the most innovative and cost-effective in the country, with integrated care, data 

analytics to forecast individual health risks and private health plans for most enrollees. Medicaid 

is an Arizona success story, but it would be severely undermined by the significant cuts in 

federal funding envisioned by the American Health Care Act. 

“On behalf of the Arizona Nurses Association and registered nurses across our state, we ask 

Congress to reject this legislation and, instead, seek reforms that will benefit patients and public 

health.” 
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