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Donald Trump should know better – vaccines save lives 
 

Statement by Arizona Nurses Association Executive Director Robin Schaeffer 

Phoenix, AZ – Today, the Arizona Nurses Association (AzNA) expressed 
disappointment regarding a series of misinformed, misleading statements made by 
candidate Donald Trump during last night’s GOP presidential debate as he questioned 
the safety of vaccines and immunizations. 
 
The following is a statement by AzNA Executive Director Robin Schaeffer: 
 
“The development and distribution of immunizations has been the greatest public health 
advance in the history of mankind. Donald Trump was both reckless and misinformed in 
his attempt to draw a non-existent connection between vaccinations and the increased 
diagnosis of autism and autism-related disorders in the U.S.  
 
“Countless independent, scientific studies conducted over a course of years have 
demonstrated vaccines are safe and effective. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
states definitively that ‘no links have been found between any vaccine ingredients and 
ASD (Autism Spectrum Disorder).’ Alternatively, the link is crystal clear between a lack 
of vaccinations and the spread of illness – as was most recently illustrated in this 
country by the measles outbreak earlier this year. 
 
“Unfortunately, there is no small amount of misinformation on the Internet and 
elsewhere regarding immunizations and autism. Nurses like me and health care 
professionals across Arizona work daily to dispel these myths and impress upon 
parents the life-saving importance of vaccinating their children according to their 
pediatrician’s recommendations. But our efforts are immeasurably harmed by remarks 
such as those of Mr. Trump, speaking before a national audience of more than 20 
million viewers. 
 
“Vaccinations save lives. On behalf of the Arizona Nurses Association, I urge Mr. Trump 
to educate himself on the safety and benefits of immunizations before he makes further 
comments that place the public at risk.”  
 

### 
 

http://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/253980-trump-links-vaccines-to-autism-epidemic
http://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/253980-trump-links-vaccines-to-autism-epidemic

