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The Texas Republican and Democratic Parties held their 2018 primary elections yesterday.  Under 
Texas law, to win a primary election and become the nominee for a particular office, the candidate 
must win a majority of the votes cast in a particular election.  If a candidate does not win a majority 
in a particular race, the two top vote getters face each other in a runoff.  This year, the runoff will be 
held on May 22.   

Turnout 

In the two weeks of early voting, there was much attention paid to the high turnout of Democrats in 
the primary.  Their turnout in the early vote was up over 100% from the 2014 primary election, 
while Republican early vote was up significantly less.  Based on the numbers, it appears much of the 
early Democratic vote was from voters who previously voted on Election Day.   

Republicans saw 1.54 million voters, or 10.1% of registered voters, while Democrats saw 1.03 
million voters, or 6.79% of registered voters.  This compares to 2014 (non-presidential year) turnout 
of 9.8% of registered voters for Republicans and 4% for Democrats.  In 2010, Republicans saw 
11.4% of registered voters voting in the Republican primary, and Democrats saw 5.2%.  Thus, the 
turnout for both parties increased, but the significant increase in Democratic votes (based on a 
percentage of registered voters) was significantly smaller than previously forecast.  However, because 
of the increase in the number of registered voters statewide, Democrats saw their numbers increase 
from 546,480 in 2014 to 1,036,942, while Republicans saw a gain from 1,333,010 to 1,541,264. 

Statewide Elections 

At this time, based on the current voting trends, we anticipate all the statewide offices will remain in 
Republican hands after the November general election.  However, there does appear to be a real 
race forming for U.S. Senator between incumbent Senator Ted Cruz and Democratic nominee Beto 
O’Rourke, a congressman who has raised significant sums in his quest to become the first Democrat 
elected statewide since the 1990s. 

Republican Primary   

All the Republican statewide incumbents won their primary elections, including Governor Greg 
Abbott, Lt. Governor Dan Patrick, U.S. Senator Ted Cruz, Attorney General Ken Paxton (no 
opponent), Comptroller Glenn Hegar (no opponent), Land Commissioner George P. Bush, 



 
 

Agriculture Commissioner Sid Miller, and Railroad Commissioner Christi Craddick.  Commissioners 
Bush (58%) and Miller (56%) each defeated serious opposition in the primary.  This is the first time 
since 2008 that the Republicans do not have a statewide runoff.  

Democratic Primary 

In the race for Governor, former Dallas Sheriff Lupe Valdez will go into a runoff against Houston 
businessman Andrew White (the son of former Texas Governor Mark White), while Beto O’Rourke 
secured the nomination for the U.S. Senate.  While Democrats have nominees for each of the other 
statewide races, they are not generally seen as competitive in the November general election. 

Texas Senate 

Fifteen of the state’s 31 senate seats are on the ballot this year.  Senator Royce West (D-Dallas) 
faced no opposition in the primary and does not face a Republican opponent, meaning he was 
effectively re-elected after the filing period ended.  Of the remaining seats, twelve saw the 
incumbents secure their party’s nomination, one incumbent, Senator Craig Estes (R-Wichita Falls) 
lost his primary election, and a single open seat went to Angela Paxton (R-McKinney), who is 
heavily favored to defeat token Democratic opposition in the fall (Senator Van Taylor, who ran for 
Congress this year, did not stand for reelection).  This fall, we anticipate Senator Burton’s SD 10 and 
Senator Huffines’ SD 16 to be competitive in the fall. 

Republican Primary 

Several Republican incumbents secured their party’s nomination against either no opposition or no 
serious opposition.  Among them are Senators Konni Burton (R-Fort Worth), Donna Campbell (R-
New Braunfels), Kelly Hancock (R-North Richland Hills), Don Huffines (R-Dallas), Robert Nichols 
(R-Jacksonville), Paul Bettencourt (R-Houston), Charles Schwertner (R-Georgetown).   

In the more closely watched races, Senator Bob Hall (R-Canton) narrowly defeated State 
Representative Cindy Burkett (R-Sunnyvale); Senator Joan Huffman easily prevailed over Fort Bend 
ISD trustee Kristin Tassin; and Senator Kel Seliger (R-Amarillo) defeated two well-funded primary 
challengers to win without a runoff. Senator Craig Estes lost his primary re-election to State 
Representative Pat Fallon (R-Frisco). 

In the only open state senate seat, Angela Paxton, wife of Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton, 
defeated Phillip Huffines, brother of State Senator Don Huffines, in the most expensive race on the 
ballot this year.  The two combined to spend over $10 million on the effort.   

Democratic Primary 

Each incumbent state senator on the ballot secured his party’s nomination against either no 
opposition or no serious opposition.  This includes Senator Kirk Watson (D-Austin), Senator Royce 
West (D-Dallas), and Senator John Whitmire (D-Houston). 

 

Texas House 

 



 
 

There are 150 members of the Texas House of Representatives.  Representatives serve two-year 
terms, meaning all 150 seats were up for election in 2018.  As is usual, several members of the Texas 
House chose not to seek re-election, creating open races in the primaries.  Those members not 
returning are: 

 

x Cindy Burkett (seeking Senate District 2) 
x Byron Cook (retiring) 
x Pat Fallon (seeking Senate District 30) 
x Helen Giddings (retiring) 
x Larry Gonzales (retiring) 
x Lance Gooden (seeking Congressional District 5) 
x Jason Isaac (seeking Congressional District 21) 
x Jodie Laubenberg (retiring) 
x Larry Phillips (retiring) 
x Kevin Roberts (seeking Congressional District 2) 
x Leighton Schubert (retiring) 
x Joe Straus (retiring) 

 

This fall, we expect there to be several House seats in hotly contested battles, with the Democrats 
generally trying to pick up seats.  These include those races in the Dallas area, Rep. Paul Workman’s 
Austin seat, Rep. Sarah Davis’s Houston seat, and retiring Rep. Larry Gonzales’s Round Rock seat. 

 

The primary elections saw the following incumbents losing their re-election races: 

 

x Roberto Alonzo (D-Dallas) was defeated by Jessica Gonzalez 
x Diana Arevalo (D-San Antonio) was defeated by former Representative Trey Martinez Fischer 
x Dawnna Dukes (D-Austin) failed to make the runoff, receiving just 10% of the vote.  Many 

attribute this to her legal issues over the past two years, as well as her generally low-key election 
effort where she was publicly ridiculed for failing to campaign. 

x Wayne Faircloth (R-Galveston) was defeated by Mayes Middleton.  Mr. Middleton won the 
endorsement of Governor Greg Abbott, and spend a substantial amount of his own money in 
the race. 

x Tomas Uresti (D-San Antonio) was defeated by Leo Pacheco.  Observers question whether 
Representative Uresti fell victim to voter backlash over his brother’s, State Senator Carlos 
Uresti’s, felony convictions. 

x Jason Villalba (R-Dallas) was defeated by Lisa Luby Ryan.  Ryan was a well-funded candidate, 
earning the support of many wealthy donors in the Dallas area. 
 

The following incumbents are in runoffs: 

 



 
 

x Scott Cosper (R-Killeen) 
x Rene Oliveira (D-Brownsville) 
 

 

Two former State Representatives won their bids for a return to the House: 

 

x Trey Martinez Fischer (D-San Antonio) defeated incumbent Diana Arevalo 
x Steve Toth (R-The Woodlands) secured the primary in an open seat 

 

A brief recap of other closely watched races are below: 

 

x Ernest Bailes (R-Shepherd).  Representative Bailes is a freshman representative who faced as 
well-funded opponent.  He won the primary. 

x Kyle Biedermann (R-Fredericksburg).  Representative Biedermann is a freshman state 
representative who defeated incumbent Doug Miller in the 2016 Republican primary.  He won 
the primary. 

x Dennis Bonnen (R-Angleton).  Speaker Pro Tem Bonnen is chair of the House Ways & Means 
Committee.  He faced primary opposition from Damon Rambo, a local pastor.  Speaker Bonnen 
easily defeated Mr. Rambo and will return to the House in 2019. 

x Giovanni Capriglione (R-Southlake).  Representative Capriglione drew significant opposition 
from the Tea Party after being elected on a Tea Party-based platform in 2014.  Mr. Capriglione, 
after being elected, supported Speaker Straus.  He easily defeated his well-funded opponent. 

x Sarah Davis (R-Houston).  Representative Davis, chair of the House General Investigating and 
Ethics Committee, faced a well-funded opponent in Houston attorney Susanna Dokupil. 
Governor Abbott endorsed Ms. Dokupil and spent significant funds trying to defeat 
Representative Davis.  Representative Davis defeated Ms. Dokupil. 

x Dan Flynn (R-Van).  Representative Flynn is Chair of the House Pensions Committee.  He 
faced well-funded opposition attacking his conservative credentials.  Representative Flynn won 
the primary 

x Charlie Geren (R-Fort Worth).  Representative Geren is Chair of the House Administration 
Committee and has been a key lieutenant of Speaker Joe Straus.  He faced well-funded 
opposition from Bo French, who Representative Geren defeated in the 2016 Republican 
primary.  He once again prevailed over Mr. French and will return to the House in 2019. 

x Dan Huberty (R-Houston).  Representative Huberty is Chair of the House Education 
Committee.  His opponent was declared ineligible, and could not accept the nomination if he 
won; however, because of timing issues, his opponent remained on the ballot.  Thus, 
Representative Huberty was campaigning against a name only.  He easily defeated his opponent 
and will return to the House in 2019. 

x Ken King (R-Canadian).  Representative King faced two opponents in the primary election, and 
won without the need for a runoff. 

x Lyle Larson (R-San Antonio).  Representative Larson is Chair of the House Natural Resources 
Committee.  He drew the ire of Governor Abbott, who endorsed his opponent, Chris Fails, and 



 
 

backed up that endorsement with significant spending on advertising in the closing weeks of the 
campaign.  Representative Larson won the primary. 

x Chris Paddie (R-Marshall).  Representative Paddie drew a well-funded primary opponent, who 
was the beneficiary of significant contributions late in the election.  Representative Paddie 
defeated his opponent by a nearly 30 point margin, and will return to the House in 2019. 

x Four Price (R-Amarillo).  Representative Price is Chair of the House Public Health Committee.  
Representative Price faced off against the city manager of Fritch, Drew Brassfield.  
Representative Price easily defeated Mr. Brassfield, and will return to the House in 2019. 

x Paul Workman (R-Austin).  Representative Workman faced a second consecutive primary 
challenge from Jay Wiley, and also drew a third opponent this cycle.  Representative Workman 
easily defeated the challengers.  Representative Workman will face a difficult general election in a 
district expected to be targeted by democrats looking to gain additional seats. 

 

BOMA PAC Contributions 

 

Below are the PAC contributions we discussed,  along with the outcome of each race.  As you will 
recall, we tabled these contributions for further consideration. 

 

x Senator Joan Huffman ($1,000 proposed) -- Won  
x Rep. Paul Workman ($500 proposed) – Won 
x Rep. Rene Oliveira ($500 proposed) – Runoff 
x Rep. Chris Paddie ($500 proposed) – Won 
x Rep. Ron Simmons ($500 proposed) – Won 
x Rep. Dan Flynn ($500 proposed) – Won 
x Rep. Ken King ($500 proposed) – Won 
x Rep. Charlie Geren ($500 proposed) – Won 
x Rep. Giovanni Capriglione ($500 proposed) – Won 
x Rep. Sarah Davis ($500 proposed) – Won 
x Rep. Dennis Bonnen ($500 proposed) – Won 
x Rep. Dan Huberty ($500 proposed) – Won 
x Rep. Lyle Larson ($500 proposed) – Won 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions. 

 

 
 


